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  Letter to Parishioners 
Dear friends, 
November is the month of remembering.  The 
most significant date being the 11th November 
when at the 11th hour we pause for two 
minutes and remember all those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in times of war and conflict 

that we might live in freedom and in peace.  There is also the 5th of 
November, Guy Fawkes night, when we celebrate the thwarting of the 
“gunpowder plot.”  No doubt there are other dates in November when 
you remember things.  It might be a wedding anniversary, a birthday or 
remembering someone who has died. 
 
The Bible has verses speaking of remembering.  Here are two such 
verses.  Take a moment and read them out loud to yourself.  Scripture 
was written to be read out loud, not silently as in reading a book to 
ourselves.  That is why I recommend audio bibles.  My favourite being 
“The Bible Experience.” 
 
Psalm 25:6-7 (NIV): "Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for 
they are from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth and my 
rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are 
good."  
 
"Isaiah 43:25 (NIV): "I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, 
for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” 
These two verses ask God not to remember our sins and not to hold them 
against us.  When God says in Isaiah 43:25 that “He remembers your sins 
no more” He is not saying He has had a memory lapse or amnesia.  What 
He is saying is that He chooses to no longer hold our sins against us and 
He no longer will relate to us on the basis of our sinful broken 
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relationship with Him but on the basis of His mercy, His forgiveness and 
His love toward us.  It is actually quite a powerful statement and I would 
go as far as to say it is also a powerfully healing statement.   
 
Think for a moment how we relate to someone who has hurt us.  We 
often say “I forgive but I won’t forget!”  We do in fact continue to relate 
to them on the basis of the past hurt or the past wrong.  God is not like 
that and He does not relate to us in that manner.  When we repent He 
forgives.  In fact He holds out forgiveness before we repent.  In Romans 
5:8 we read “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners Christ died for us.”   
I find that absolutely amazing and when I add the verses above, that God 
remembers my sin no more, I can but fall on my knees in grateful thanks 
for such love and such forgiveness.   Yet, we all know this so why write a 
letter about it in our parish magazine. 
Well, here is the challenge.  If we know how much God has forgiven us, 
an unplayable debt, complete cleansing based on grace and not merit, 
should I not be transformed in how I relate to others, no matter what 
they have done to me in the past.  I am to make a conscious choice that 
I will “remember their sins no more.”  That is, I will no longer relate to 
them on the basis of past hurts or wrongs.  That is truly a sign of grace at 
work in our lives and it will transform our church and our community in 
the process.   
 
So during this month of remembering take time each day to read the two 
verses above and consciously choose to put them in to practice in your 
life each day and watch God’s amazing grace work in your life, in the life 
of your family, in the life of Holy Trinity and in the life of our community.   
The choice is yours. 
 

God bless, 
Rev Dr Alan McCann 
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Safeguarding Trust Training 
Training will be held on Tuesday 10th November 2026 in the Kerr Room 
at 7pm. Check with Elaine Wright if you need to update your training and 
register with Rev Alan McCann that you are attending. 
 

 

Alan’s Bible Study & Prayer Time 
 

Bible Studies continues on Wednesday’s. 
Lunchtime Bible Study – We will continue our study in 
the Psalms. 
Evening Bible study – We begin a new series of studies - 
beginning with the Apostles Creed. Knowing what we 

confess is important - so plan to come along and learn together. 
 
Please note the following day and times for prayer times and bible study: 

Wednesday’s 
1.00pm-2.00pm - Lunch time Bible Study in the Bennett Room 
7.00pm-7.30pm  - Prayer Time - Kerr Room 
7.30pm-8.30pm - Bible Study 
 

Everyone will be very welcome. 
God bless, 

Rev Dr Alan McCann 
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Holy Trinity Fundraising 
On behalf of the Holy Trinity ‘fun raising’ team I would like to thank you 
all for your help and support at our recent Harvest Fayre in October 
Together we raised £1322 which will go towards our Harvest Fund which 
last year meant our fundraising efforts bought the new dishwasher in the 
then newly renovated kitchen. 
I could not put the Fayre together without a wonderful fundraising team 
(you know who you are) to whom I owe a great deal of thanks and 
appreciation and this thanks and appreciation must also go to the 
Friendship Café Team for agreeing to open the top floor for that essential 
cuppa for us and refreshments for our visitors. 
If you have any fundraising ideas for future events or suggestions, come 
and have a wee word with me. 

Thank you all! 
Keep shining! 

Karen 
 

Young at Heart 
 The nights are getting longer and the weather 
colder but you will always be assured of a warm 
welcome, a cuppa, chat and fellowship of you join 
us on the first Monday of each month at 11.00.am 
Our speaker on 2nd November will be telling us 

about The Andrew Jackson story. We look forward to seeing you. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you all again. 

 

God bless, 
Yvonne and her team 
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C.M.S Ireland Used Postage Stamps Appeal 
 

Thank you to all who have been faithfully filling 
my stamp box. Your efforts are gratefully 
appreciated. Letters by post are becoming few 
and far between so I understand you have less 

to donate, but any stamps you can save will be sensibly used to turn into 
cash by CMS to give financial support to their projects within Africa. 
Remember to leave a small envelope border around the stamps or they 
cannot be used. The stamp box is in the usual place on the church table. 

 
Many thanks 

Yvonne Best 
 

LIGHT (Sunday School) 
Hello parents/guardians of our children 
at LIGHT. I wanted to give you heads up 
re: our Christmas presentation. All 
rehearsals will take place at LIGHT, 
during the Sunday services: 

 
22nd Nov  Intro to our presentation  
29th Nov   Rehearsal 
6th Dec   Rehearsal 
13th Dec   Rehearsal  
20th Dec   PRESENTATION to congregation 
27th Dec   NO CLASS 
3rd Jan 2027  Classes begin again 
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Please try to ensure that children who want to take part, are able to 
attend all the rehearsals. Much appreciated. 
 

Many thanks 
Chrissi & the team. 

 

Update from the Children’s Outreach Mission, 
Tabora, Tanzania 

It is with grateful thanks to God that the Children’s Mission continues to 
thrive, in a country that contends against the prosperity gospel, Islam, 
animism, complacency and an increasingly secular outlook. 
In many ways this is the reality here in the UK also. The aggressive 
secularism that pervades, and indeed is being legislated, into society is 
driving a wedge between God and the people He loves. 
Just look at the latest Newsletter from the Christian Institute to see how 
Christian values are being undermined. Its Director has commented, 
“Christianity, not some multi-faith mish-mash, is the bedrock of our 
nations laws and culture”. 
This is why it is so important to teach Bible truths to today’s young 
people, to equip them for the challenges of modern society and the 
perverse ideology and self-aggrandisement being peddled by the 
celebrity culture. 
Tanzania and Tabora are not immune to these falsehoods. Elizabeth and 
her team are acutely aware of the perils of secularism. They teach and 
practice the Christian faith to children and young people in schools 
throughout the Tabora area together with running Good News clubs 
every Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
Numbers of children attending the Good News clubs are consistently in 
the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and occasionally in the 80’s. 
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A recent video shows a lady who brought 13 children from her street. 
Schools visits continue as before with numbers in classes ranging from 
the 50’s to over 100. An encouraging aspect of this is that youngsters 
from several Secondary Schools have requested Elizabeth and Gerald to 
visit and teach the Bible. A picture shows nearly 50 youngsters from 
Milambo Secondary school holding their Bibles.  

 
 
At the end of June, a Holiday Bible Club was organised with between 70 
and 85 children and young people attending each day for a week. Parents 
were also included with videos showing their participation. The teaching 
theme for the older youngsters was centred on 1st Timothy 4 v12. 
Younger children were encouraged in obedience as they were taught 
from Luke 2 v51, 52. Look the up to see their relevance. 
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Then on the 1st July, 70 children with 4 adults went to Tabora Zoo, a treat 
that most could not afford and would never experience. 
 

 
 

Amazingly to us, most youngsters have never seen a wild animal. 
All costs incurred, transport, food (picnic) and entrance charges were 
met through regular contributions from C.O.M. supporters. 
 
I would respectfully ask that should the Spirit move you to pray for this 
Mission and for the spiritual welfare of the children, would you please 
include Elizabeth and her team, for their health, strength, safety and 
resilience as she and they are motivated by the same Spirit in the faithful 
proclamation and teaching of God’s Word to young people. 
I would add that Prayer is what powers this Mission. I include a picture 
of the ‘powerhouse’, that is, the Prayer group that meets weekly for 
several hours of prayer. 
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Every aspect of their local society is included of which the Children’s 
Mission is only a part. I may add that we here in Carrickfergus are also 
included, particularly those who are ill, in asked for regular updates. 
If anyone wants to know more about this vital work and its support, in a 
dusty, hot, bustling deprived and sometimes dangerous town in central 
Tanzania, please ask me, I’m can share regular videos and pictures on 
Whatsapp!. 
 

Lynn Rodgers 
07970 974604 

 

Craic and Craft 
Our final meeting of this session is on Thursday 5th November from 7 – 
9pm. We will then take a winter break and return next Spring. 
All ladies of the congregation and their friends are very welcome to come 
along. Craft, craic and tea, all for just £2. 
 

For more information please speak to: 
Hazel, Donna and Anne 
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Scrap to Money to Crosslinks 
Any scrap metal such as; kitchen utensils, car parts, unwanted 
trampolines, garden gates, tools of any kind, central heating boilers, etc, 
etc, collected and redeemed for cash, proceeds to Crosslinks 
Missionary Society. 
 

Contact : Lynn Rodgers 
07970974604. 

 
 

Carrickfergus Food Bank (JVC Church) 
Please place non-perishable donations into the 2 black bins in the 
entrance hall. The food is delivered monthly. 
Thank you for the continued support which is very much appreciated. 
 
 

Carrickfergus Baby Bank 
We thank you for the support and ask for donations of nappies, new baby 
grows, wipes, lotions, baby bath shampoo etc. Please place the items 
into the bin provided. The contents are delivered each month. 
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Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey & Libby Todd 
Two members of the Prayer Team will be meeting in the 
Prayer Room on Sundays after the service to lift your 
prayer slips. Two members will also be available at the 
front of the church to pray with you at this time each 
week. We will rotate in these roles so you will see 
different faces from week to week. Please do ask if you 

would prefer prayer in the privacy of the prayer room. The slips will 
continue to be lifted weekly and on 4 occasions as previously (usually 
over 4 weeks but may be over a longer period). Therefore, please do 
continue to make use of our prayer request box situated in the front hall 
of the church. As always, be assured that information on the slips 
remains confidential. We would encourage you to complete a prayer slip 
after you have attended for prayer so that we can continue to pray for 
your situation when we meet together.  
 If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask that 
you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your 
support. Please do approach one of us.   
 

On behalf of the prayer team 
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Friendship Café 
Thursday’s 

10.30am –12.30pm 
 
 
 

 
As Friendship Café, we tried something new this year and re-opened for the new season on 
23rd July. This was very successful with some new faces and our usual regulars returning as 
normal. We hope, God willing, to do this again in 2027. 
 
We wish to thank everyone for your support. We all love the Friendship Café and really want 
the Café to grow and continue making an impact in our community through donations the 
Café makes to charity. 
 
We are a great team and have a lot of fun doing Cafe, but we need help. So, if you are looking 
for a way to serve the Lord, enjoy making friends and have around 3 hours free on a Thursday 
morning, we would love you to join us. Even if it’s only 1 week in 4, that is OK.  
 
Please pray about this and if you can help, please speak to either Karen Buchanan, Joanne 
Hunter, Graeme Hunter or any member of our team.  
 
Also, if you have a passion for baking, then why not send some the Café’s way. Again, we have 
a great team of bakers who faithfully provide us with home-baked goodies. The Baking team 
have a rota with each person baking every 8th week.   
 
Every part of this ministry is important. 
 

Yours in Christ’s service, 
The Friendship Café Team. 
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Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group 
 

Thursday mornings, 10.00am - 11.30am 
for play, chat, snacks, singing and craft. 

 
We have been extremely busy since starting back after 

the summer. Our numbers continue to grow and we have welcomed a 
number of new toddlers and babies. They have enjoyed playing with 
some lovely new toys- the roaring dinosaurs have been very popular!  
We would be very glad of a few extra pairs of hands to help make toast, 
serve snacks etc. Please speak to us if you feel you could help out. 
Thursday mornings, 10.00- 11.30 for play, craft, singing and snacks. 
 

God Bless 
Trinity Tots Team 

 
 
 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 
Elaine Wright  :   secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:   treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  

Elaine Wright 
Hon Secretary 
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BB Heritage Museum 

 
 

Tickets will be available from Drew Buchanan and Phil Moody. 
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Creche Rota –Nov 2026 
 

 

1st November G. Fittis C. Lafferty 
8th November L .Kerr H. Fittis 

15th November J. Hunter A. Langley 
22nd November NO CRECHE  FAMILY SERVICE 
29th November M. Lunn L. Ross 

Many thanks, 
Laura Kerr 

 
 

Storehouse 
Storehouse continue to help those in need within our 
community.  Please contact me if you have items of 
unwanted furniture and I will gladly arrange a 
collection. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
Donna Harrison 
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Tea & Coffee Rota 
 
Team Team Members 

1 Ann Calvert Tracey Bowden Joanne Hunter  

2 Arlene Macartney Marilyn Hulme   

3 Lorraine Hagan John Doherty Gail Doherty  

4 Yvonne Best Jennifer Hamilton   

5 Wenda Gray Sue Majury Eva Dunn  

6 Kel McDermott Drew Buchanan Karen Buchanan  

7 
 

Lorraine Ross Maureen Lunn Adrienne Tasker Maureen Jackson 

 
Team Dates 

1  6th Dec 
2 25th Oct 13th Dec 
3 1st Nov 20th Dec 
4 8th Nov 27th Dec 
5 15th Nov 3rd Jan 27 
6 22nd Nov 10th Jan 27 
7 29th Nov 17th Jan 27 

 
Karen Buchanan 

Hon Secretary 
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Welcome Team Rota 
Teams Dates 

Jack Blair 
 22nd Nov 

Hazel Blair 
Karen Buchanan 

 29th Nov 
Jenny Wightman 

Liz Adair 
 6th Dec 

Janis Gibson 
Maureen Lunn 

 13th Dec Adrienne Tasker 
Maureen Jackson 
Karen Buchanan 

 20th Dec 
Drew Buchanan 
Sharon McNeill 

 27th Dec 
Alison Moffett 
Kel McDermott 

 3rd Jan 27 
Maurice Langley 

Libby Todd 
 10th Jan 27 

Marjory Edgar 
Ann Calvert 

 17th Jan 27 
Lorraine Hagan 

Yvonne Best 
 24th Jan 27 

Jennifer Hamilton 
Joanne Hunter 

25th Oct 31st Jan 27 
Laura Kerr 

Arlene Macartney 
1st Nov 7th Feb 27 

Wenda Gray 
Donna Harrison 

8th Nov 14th Feb 27 
Sue Majury 

Elaine Wright 
15th Nov 21st Feb 27 Joan Cummings 

Linda Purvis 

Karen Buchanan 
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota  

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 

Kel 
McDermott 

Dougie 
Hempton 

Graeme 
Hunter 

David Sprott John Fittis 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Simon 
McDonald 

Jim McNerlan Billy Brennan Daniel Lafferty 

Peter 
Moffett 

Phil Moody Bert 
Macartney 

  

  Maurice 
Langley 

  

 
 
 

Team Dates 
1  1st Nov 6th Dec 3rd Jan 27 
2  8th Nov 13th Dec 10th Jan 27 
3  15th Nov 20th Dec 17th Jan 27 
4 25th Oct 22nd Nov 27th Dec 24th Jan 27 
5  29th Nov  31st Jan 27 

 
Please note: Some teams need additional help.  If you think 
you can help, please contact Simon.  
Please take note of church announcements regarding 
organisations using the church and possible need to put out and 
put away chairs each week. If possible, please liaise with the 

others in your group. 
Thank you 

Simon McDonald 
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Sunday Services 
Date Reading Number Reader Title & Prayer 

Leader 
Book Chapter & Verses 

 1st November 
2026 

1st Reading Hannah Hulme Holy Communion 
Learning to Love 
the Limitations of 

Life 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verses 1 - 
13 

 2nd Reading Rev Dr Alan 
McCann 

Prayers 
Jack Blair 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 7 verses 
14 - 25 

 8th November 
2026 

1st Reading Joan Cummings Remembrance 
Sunday 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 9 verses 1 - 
11 

 2nd Reading __________ Prayers 
Rev Dr Alan 

McCann 

__________ __________ 

 15th November 
2026 

1st Reading Rebecca Phillips Morning Prayer 
Things to Know 
When You Don’t 

Know 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 11 verses 1 - 
6 

 2nd Reading Wenda Gray Prayers 
Libby Todd 

Luke Chapter 12 verses 16 
- 25 

 22nd November 
2026 

__________ __________ BB/GB Enrolment __________ __________ 

 29th November 
2026 

__________ __________ Rev Hamilton 
(Titch) - SAMS 

__________ __________ 

 
Colin McIlwaine 


