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Letter to Parishioners 
1 Samuel 1.12-21 

Dear Friends, 
Here is another one of those stories that 
many of us will have learned in Sunday 
School or may have had read to us as a 
child.  You may have not given it another 
thought until this morning but as it was 
read to us parts of the story, no doubt, 

came back to you.   

Before 1516 our Bibles had 1 and 2 Kings which we call 1 and 2 
Samuel, and then 1 and 2 Kings was 3 and 4 Kings.  1 Samuel 1 
to 1 Samuel 25 deals with the life of Samuel, the emergence of 
kingship in Israel - with Saul and David dominating the storyline.  
This morning we are going to concentrate on Hannah, the mother 
of Samuel.  So, turn with me to chapter 1 of 1 Samuel. 

Since we began reading at verse 12 allow me to fill in a little 
background.  A man called Elkanah is married to two women, 
Hannah and Peninnah.  Peninnah has borne him children but 
Hannah has not.  Elkanah loves Hannah deeply but Peninnah 
despises her and ridicules and torments her over the fact that she 
has not borne Elkanah any children.  We read in verse 6 that her 
barrenness is the work of the Lord God.  We are told that this 
happened year after year and it would appear that despite Hannah 
often going to the house of God her prayers were not answered.  In 
verse 8 we read of Elkanah asking her why she is crying, why she 
will not eat and why she is sad?  Typical insensitive male - that 
might be your thought upon reading that verse. He has well-
meaning sympathy but that is scant solace to the heartbreak of 
Hannah. 
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Verses 9-12 they are once again in Shiloh where the tabernacle of 
the Lord was and they have once again celebrated the feast.  We 
read that Eli, the priest, is sitting at the doorpost of the tabernacle 
when Hannah comes to pray.  If you look at verses 10-11 - she is 
weeping bitterly and pours out her heart to God in prayer.  She 
makes a vow that if God answers her prayer for a son that she will 
dedicate his life to God and makes a Nazirite vow to the same. 

Verses 12-13 - Hannah continues in prayer because the Lord God 
is the only one she can turn to in this situation.  Elkanah does not 
understand the pain of her heart and Peninnah mocks the pain, 
taunts her and adds to the pain of her soul.  God was the only one 
she could turn to for solace and for comfort.   I want to read you a 
verse from Exodus 3.7 - God has heard the cry of His people.  You 
know, I reckon Hannah knew that verse and I reckon, she surmised 
that if God could hear the cry of a nation He could hear the affliction 
of her heart.  God is concerned with individuals and not just with 
nations.  Remember that today.    Read Psalm 56.8 - God has 
captured your tears in a bottle and counted them.  He counted 
every tear that ran down the face of Hannah as she poured her 
heart out in prayer.  Janet sometimes jokingly tells me that the 
women in Holy Trinity should be called ‘tears are us…’ because 
you shed more tears in prayer over family etc than she has ever 
seen.  Know that God has counted every one of those tears and 
He has heard the prayer of every one of those tears - just like He 
did here for Hannah. 

A little earlier in the chapter we read that ‘year after year’ this scene 
was repeated by Hannah.  I wonder how many years she had been 
coming to the house of God at the time of the feast to pour out her 
heart’s longing in prayer.  You know I suspect that was part of 
Peninnah’s taunting of Hannah.  Have your prayers been answered 
yet Hannah?  I am sure in Hannah’s head she heard the voice of 
doubt and maybe unbelief belittle her prayers, trying to convince 
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her that God was not listening and that she was wasting her time.  
No doubt she heard phrases, that you have heard also, God 
doesn't listen to people like you.  You are not worthy of His attention 
and He does not have time for such trivial matters.  Many voices 
calling Hannah, you, to abandon the quest for a child in Hannah’s 
case, whatever in yours…   Maybe, the voice said just bear the pain, 
this is your lot in life, suck it up and move on but Hannah came 
faithfully and persistently year by year to God in prayer.  She did 
not give up because she knew that God hears and answers prayer.  
The other voice singing back in her soul was the voice of God’s 
Spirit - calling His beloved daughter in to His presence in prayer - 
despite the pain and through the tears. 

Hannah does not realise she is being observed.  Eli, the old priest, 
has been watching her for some time.  He misunderstands what 
she is doing and the condition that she is in.  He suspects she is 
drunk because he can see her lips moving but does not hear her 
voice.  In the ancient Near East prayer was almost always audible 
and so Eli suspects because he cannot hear Hannah’s prayer that 
she is drunk.  In fact, the Hebrew says ‘he suspects she is a wicked 
woman - a worthless daughter.’  There is real irony in those 
thoughts and in his words of verse 14.  If you read chapter 2 of 1 
Samuel you will see the exact same phrase used by God of Eli’s 
sons - wicked men, worthless sons. 

Verse 14 - well here comes another ‘wonderful man’ full of 
understanding and sensitivity - Not!  Eli sharply rebukes Hannah 
and accuses her of being drunk.  He demands that she put the cork 
back in the bottle and stop drinking.  You know I can picture the 
scene.  I am sure he did not say it quietly, so as not to embarrass 
her, but loudly and with an air of his authority as the priest.  No 
doubt he had her by the arm and was beginning to lead her away 
from the house of God as he spoke harshly to her. 
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You know the irony here is that Eli had turned a blind eye for years 
to the wickedness and corruption of his two sons but he gets riled, 
wrongly, at what he thinks is a woman drunk in the house of God.  
If ever there was a case of a speck and plank in the eye - here it is.  
Before you jump to condemn Eli let me ask you - how often do you 
turn a blind eye to the sin, the moral corruption, within your family 
circle whilst holding others to a higher moral standard?  Sobering 
isn't it! 

Verses 15-16 Hannah defends herself.  Read these two verses.  
She is not haughty, arrogant or indignant with her answer.  She 
responds by telling Eli that she has poured out her soul before the 
Lord God (Psalm 142.2), where he had thought she had been 
pouring out too much wine.  She had not bottled up the pain, the 
hurt, the disappointment and heartache but had poured it all out in 
tears and petition before the living God.   

Eli’s sharp rebuke has been met with Hannah’s sad confession.  Eli 
then blesses Hannah - verse 17.  You know I think that this was a 
glib cliché spoken by Eli.  A blessing that at one time he sincerely 
meant but now he said it as if going through the motions.  If it was 
he had no idea of the truth in what he had just uttered.  It may have 
been just kind words from Eli but it was God’s word to Hannah that 
day. 

Look at verse 18 - Hannah said ‘Amen’ to Eli’s words and she goes 
away a changed woman.  Why?  Because of Eli’s kind words?  No, 
because she knew God had heard her prayer and was going to 
answer her prayer.  She had poured her heart out in prayer in the 
house of God and had received, by faith, God’s Word and this 
changed her countenance - she had regained ‘joy’ - which is not 
the same thing as ‘happiness.’ 

Well if you read verses 18-20 you see that God did indeed answer 
Hannah’s prayer - through the natural relations of a husband and a 
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wife.  God answered her prayer and when her son is born she 
acknowledges that in the name she gives him - Samuel.  As you 
may know Hebrew has no vowels and the consonants for Samuel 
- means Name of God and also ‘ask.’  So Hannah uses his name 
to say that she had asked God for him. 

 

Application 

What happens to you when life falls through the cracks?  What 
happens when your dreams are shattered?  What happens when 
you have a Peninnah in your life who is taunting you because of 
your lack of something…   You see there are many Peninnah’s in 
church life and in our families.  They measure life according to 
‘performance’ - you not married yet, no children yet, no job 
yet…education, status, possessions etc.  Whereas Hannah lives 
by ‘grace.’  You have a choice at this moment in life - you can allow 
corrosive self-hatred to find a ready soil in your heart and you can 
seek the attention of Elkanah etc.  You can wallow in self-sorrow 
and do all to draw attention to you and your situation - and let me 
tell you many christians do so.  Or you can be like Hannah, who 
knows that all of life is grace and in God’s gift - so she turns to Him 
in prayer. 

Listen to these words of Isaiah 42.3 - that is Hannah and it may well 
be you this morning.  Now listen carefully to me at this moment 
because what I am about to say is vitally important.  Hannah did 
not hide her pain from God - indeed she could not hide from Him.  
She is not Adam and Eve hiding behind the trees - she comes to 
the house of God and seeks God in prayer through her tears.   

Elkanah saw her sadness but he did not understand.  Now listen, 
do you notice what she does not do - she does not pour her heart 
out to Elkanah.  She does not tell him to go and sort Peninnah and 
her taunts out.  She does not seek pity or attention from Elkanah - 
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she takes her pain, her heartache and her tears to God.  Openly in 
prayer she pours out her soul - so what if Eli misunderstands - Eli 
is not the one she is talking to.  It was not Eli’s attention she was 
seeking or Eli’s advice she sought.  Hannah came to God - the 
Father who ran to meet the Prodigal, the Good Samaritan who 
brought healing to the man robbed and beaten at the side of the 
road and who is the Shepherd who leaves the 99 in the sheep pen 
to search out the lost one and bring them home safely.  Hannah 
pours out her tears to the one who misses not one of those tears 
but gathers every one of them as if they were diamonds and they 
are diamonds of love, of faith and prayer to Him.  In fact they are of 
more value to God than anything we could ever bring before Him.   

Read Isaiah 42 verse 3 - you may be able to identify with being a 
bruised reed and a smouldering wick. You may identify with every 
part of Hannah’s experience - broken hearted, sad, unable to eat, 
distressed, taunted and tormented, even misunderstood - well 
follow her example and one to God in prayer - allow the tears to 
flow - He hears and He will answer.  Hannah knew the place, the 
safest place, to pour out her heart was in the presence of God.  So 
what if Eli misunderstood and rebuked her - He was not her 
intended audience.  God used this old priest to bring words of 
comfort and hope to her battered soul that day. 

After being in the presence of God, after hearing God’s Word, 
Hannah went away a changed woman.  She went back to Elkanah, 
and even Peninnah.  God answered her prayers through natural 
means - please remember that - Jesus could walk on water but He 
used a boat more times to get across the lake - God did not bypass 
normal sexual relations between Elkanah and Hannah for Hannah 
to bear a son.  I have to say to some of you - stop looking for the 
supernatural answer to your prayers when the answer is before 
your very eyes.  As I often quoted in sermons: “Jesus could walk 
on water but He used a boat more times to get across the lake.”  
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The answer to our prayers is often found in the ordinariness of daily 
life. 

Finally, if you read on, the story of Hannah you will see that she 
kept her promise and vow to God in regard to Samuel.  Remember 
to Keep your promises to God.  Keep your promises to God 
because God is always faithful to His promises! 

 

 yours in Christ  
Rev Dr Alan McCann  

 

Bible Study 
Parish Bible Study: 

 Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm 
 & Evenings 8pm to 9pm 

Kerr Room 
 

Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to 
8pm in the Kerr Room 

Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself.  Come 
along and enjoy the fellowship together.  Come along and be 
blessed by God as we sit under His Word together and as He fulfils 
His promise to be present where two or three meet together in His 
Name. 

God bless Rev Dr Alan McCann 
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Holy Trinity Bowls Fellowship 
We meet every Thursday evening at 
7:30pm in Holy Trinity. All standards are 
welcome, beginners to the skilful. 
Come along and enjoy the bowls, craic 
and a cup of tea. (What else could you 
ask for?) For any more information 
please speak to me or any of the 
members. 

 

God Bless 

Vic Wootton 
 
 

Announcements 
If you have any information you wish to pass to 
the congregation via the data projector, please 
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at: 
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

by the Friday afternoon of each week. 
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Harvest Appeal 2017 
- Mission home and overseas 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation to this year’s Harvest 
Appeal. It’s never too late to donate. 

The Select Vestry decided to keep the bucket in the hall way of the 
Church and want to encourage everyone to donate to mission 
during the next few years. 

The harvest appeal this year will give the Church a financial start 
as we continue to support mission and charitable organisations 
responding to disasters in the world when requested and not just in 
November when we make our allocations. 

Following on from the recent Uganda trip, Fields of Life have 
informed us that 45 children at Abura Primary and Nursery school 
require sponsorship. 

Child sponsorship provides a quality education and is the catalyst 
for real and lasting change. Please help. 

The cost is £17 per month and we encourage you to support the 
education of children at this school. 

We realise that everyone won’t be able to afford £17 per month but 
if you can donate a regular sum or just throw coins into the bucket, 
collectively the church should be able to sponsor some children at 
the school. If this is something you can support or need more 
information please speak to Drew, Carol or someone from the 
Uganda 17 team. 

The Harvest appeal total stands at £2200 at the time of writing. 

 

Drew Buchanan 



 

 

	
HOLY	TRINITY	CARRICKFERGUS	

	
	 	

13 	
November	2017	

	
	 	

Recycled Teenagers 

Winter Vintage & Handmade Fair @ Belfast Cathedral 4th 
November. 

 We should be taking about 6 
cars so if everyone who has 
signed up to go please meet at 
the church for 12-50pm in order 
to leave at 1pm sharp.   

 

Drew Buchanan 
 

The Crafters of Holy Trinity 
Crafters @ HT meet on a Friday evening, a time 
to sit down and get some of those projects 
finished that are sitting in the corner. All 
welcome we even have a cup of tea/coffee to 
keep us going. 

God Bless 

Helen Wootton 
 

C.M.S Used Postage Stamps 
Keep saving those used stamps (remembering to leave a small 
border) and pop them in the box on the church table, or hand them 
to me. The money raised from their sale helps support projects in 
Africa. 

Yvonne Best  
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1Way Event Carrick 
Carrickfergus Leisure Centre 

Friday 17th November 2017 

We are now just over 2 weeks away 
from the 1Way event in Carrickfergus. 
The build-up, already started in local 
schools, includes testimonies from 
NOMAD Cage Football, Colin Ross (8 

times Irish Mountain Bike Champion) and others. We are excited 
about what God will do in the lives of young people. Please 
encourage your young people/ organisations to attend. The final 
details for the event can be found on the attached flyer.  
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We are conscious that unless the Lord builds the house, the 
builders labour in vain so we will be joining together on Monday 6th 
November at 7:30pm in Carrickfergus Baptist Church to pray for 
the event. All Welcome. 
 

1Way Carrickfergus Team 
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Seed 
Sunday Evenings 7.30pm at 

Holy Trinity 
Ages: year 8 and older 

 
Our Aims: 

* Strive to advance Gods Kingdom 

* To make disciples and future leaders 
* To teach the bible and the true word of God 

* Give the youth more of a say into their Church 

Seed's name comes from the Parable of the Sower. We aim to sow 
God's word into all our young people’s lives, but it is only them who 
can open their ears and receive it, just like the many different soils 
and paths in which the seeds fall on 

We meet every Sunday evening at 7.30pm until 9.00pm. Seed is a 
safe and supportive place for all young people to come together to 
enjoy fellowship and explore the word of God. We have a varied 
programme in which we try to use the gifts, talents and resources 
God has given us, to bring glory to him. 

If you have any further questions please don't hesitate to contact 
us by email: 
seedyouthfellowship@gmail.com 
 

Many thanks and God bless 

Ryan Moffett 
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Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group 
Thursday mornings, 10.30-12.00 

 

We meet every Thursday morning, 10.30- 
12.00 for play, chat and refreshments.  

 

God Bless 

Lisa, Carolynne and Liz 
 
 

Face to Face Ladies Group 
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome” 

Programme for 2017/18 

Date Event 
Thu 30/11/17 @ 7-9pm Christmas at the Courtyard & 

shopping at Anitas Gift Shop 
Thu 18/1/18 @ 8pm Brian and May Gault 

 “Look No Hands” 
Thu 15/2/18 @ 8pm Quiz Night 
Thu 19/4/18 @ 8pm “Send A Cow” 

Thu 17/5/18 @ 7:15pm A Meal Out (Venue to be confirmed) 
 

Janet, Liz & Janis 
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Who’s Who from the Pew! 
 

 What is your name?  Jim McNerlan 

 

How old are you?  51   

 

Where were you born? Belfast (east) 
 

Family members? Wife Lynn and 
Son Neil 
 

Where do you live? Meadow Hill, 
Carrickfergus 
 

 What is/was your job? Quality Engineer, Shorts  
 

 What school did you go to? Cregagh primary, Knockbreda High  
 

 What is your favourite meal?  Sausages, potatoes and beans 
 

 What are your favourite hobbies/activities?  Fishing, fly tying 
and watching rugby 
 

 What is your favourite film? Dumb and dumber    
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What was your favourite cartoon as a child?  Hong kong phooey 
(number one super guy J ) 
 

 How long have you been a Member of Holy Trinity?  5 months 
 

Who has been the biggest influence in your life? Easiest 
question…My mum 
 

When you were growing up, what did you want to be? A chef 
 

Have you any hidden talents? No 
 

What is your favourite hymn? What a friend we have in Jesus 
 

What is your favourite Bible verse? 
Mathew 11:28-30 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
Jim, thank-you. 
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Charities 
The charities supported by Holy Trinity send us 
updates on their work. I thought I’d use the 
magazine to share some of their inspiring stories, 
rather than just filing them away in the office. 

Following on from the Northern Ireland Hospice last month, I 
decided to look at the work of the Children’s Hospice. They’re on 
different sites but part of the same umbrella organisation. Together, 
these two hospices help approximately 3,500 adults and children 
each year, offering specialist respite care, symptom management 
and end of life palliative care. 

Some children stay for one or two 
nights respite care and some stay 
longer. All of the children who 
stay there have their own 
bedroom which can be decorated 
with their favourite toys, teddies 
or pictures, and there is extra 
space so that brothers and 
sisters and parents can stay too.  

For those who feel well enough, there are plenty of activities: 
paints, musical instruments, computer games, and a special multi-
sensory room with coloured lights and sounds. 

Activity space is available for all the family: playing in the garden, 
watching TV or playing games in the living room, and there’s a ball 
pit and swimming pool. 

Children’s palliative care is different to palliative care for adults. 
Many children will require care for months and years. So as well as 
supporting the child, staff of the Children’s Hospice support the 
parents through their journey, however long that may be. 
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In addition to the services 
provided in the Children’s 
Hospice itself, they also 
offer specialist support. 

For some that means 
getting nursing support at 
home. 

For others, it means arranging events to bring groups of people 
together, eg weekends for teenagers. Teenagers who are ill are still 
teenagers (!) and want to be independent, have space away from 
their parents and to do the things teenagers do. This is what one of 
them after one of the weekends: 

‘I really loved the weekend at Hospice. We got to go out and just 
do what we wanted. We watched football and got some pizzas 
brought in, it was brilliant. We had a trip to see the Belfast Giants 
ice hockey team play, and a DJ came in to teach us all how to make 
music! I made some really good friends there too. It was great to 
spend time with other boys who are going through exactly the same 
thing as I am. It’s something I can’t do at home’. 
 

For parents the first time it is 
suggested that their child should 
use children’s hospice service is a 
very difficult moment. It is not what 
any parent wants for their child and 
the word ‘hospice’ evokes many 
negative emotions. Often people 
will see hospice as merely a place 
to die, and that it would be a sad, 
dark and depressing place. 
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However, for many parents, the experience is very different and 
they understand that this is the right service to support their child 
and their wider family. That’s why our donations are appreciated, 
and why fundraising is so important to the organisation – with 
events like this ‘Go purple for Hospice Care’ week that just took 
place in mid-October this year. 

In addition to this, the Hospice receive support from Corporate 
Partners. One of these companies, together with a private donor, 
have helped to fund the newest ‘member of staff’ – meet Maisie! 
She is a miniature Labradoodle and has joined the team as a 
comfort dog to help young patients.  

Grace Stewart, Head of Clinical 
Services, said: “I was visiting 
another children’s hospice in 
England when I came across their 
use of a therapy dog - and its 
value to the children and their 
families was obvious”. 

Maisie was sourced from a 
reputable breeder in May this year and began her training to 
become a permanent resident of the Northern Ireland Children’s 
Hospice. 

 

For more information, visit their website: 
www.nihospice.org/childrens-hospice 

 
Elaine Barnett 

Church Admin Secretary 
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Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Libby Todd & Nicky Quigg 

 
From October 2017 two members of 
the Prayer Team will now be meeting in the 
Prayer Room on Sundays after the service 
to lift your prayer slips. Two members will 
also be available at the front of the church to 
pray with you at this time each week. We will 
rotate in these roles so you will see different 
faces from week to week. Please do ask if 
you would prefer prayer in the privacy of the 

prayer room. The slips will continue to be lifted weekly and on 4 
occasions as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may be over a 
longer period). Therefore, please do continue to make use of our 
prayer request box situated in the front hall of the church. As 
always, be assured that information on the slips remains 
confidential. We would encourage you to complete a prayer slip 
after you have attended for prayer so that we can continue to pray 
for your situation when we meet together.  

 If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask 
that you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have 
your support. Please do approach one of us.   
 
 

Nicky Quigg 
On behalf of the prayer team 

 
 
 



 

 

	
	HOLY	TRINITY	CARRICKFERGUS		

	
	 	

24 	
November	2017	

	
	 	

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Women’s World Day of Prayer is a global, ecumenical prayer 
movement which has its origins in the late 19th century amongst 
Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist women in the USA, and 
Anglican women in Canada. Originally, the services were held on 
the first Friday in Lent, but later this was standardised to the first 
Friday in March. 

Grace Fargon, a Scottish lady, heard about the 
Day of Prayer and so the first service in Scotland 
was held in 1930, with England following in 1932, 
Wales in 1933, the Republic of Ireland in 1934 
and Northern Ireland in 1943. Christian women in 
Ireland (north and south) wrote the service for 
1982 and made use of this image – representing 

kneeling praying figures and the centrality of the cross over the 
whole world. It proved so popular, it was then adopted as the logo 
for the international organisation.  

The order of service is written on a different theme by a different 
country each year. On the first Friday in March 2016 22,415 
services were held in over 170 countries - in churches, schools, 
hospitals, prisons and homes for the elderly. It’s the same service 
that is used in every venue - translated into 95 languages.  

It’s like a great wave of prayer that sweeps around the world. The 
first service is held at dawn in Tonga, then as the earth rotates, the 
prayer service is held through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Eastern 
then Western Europe, and over the Atlantic to the Caribbean 
islands, Central and South America, the USA & Canada, and finally 
back to the Pacific where the last service of the day is held on the 
island of Samoa. It echoes the words of the hymn: 
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 As o’er each continent and island 

 The dawn leads on another day 

 The voice of prayer is never silent 

 Nor dies the strain of praise away. 

In Northern Ireland groups of women from local 
churches gather together, that first Friday in 
March every year, in over 70 towns and villages 
– but not in Carrickfergus! Apparently there used 
to be a service here, but not for the last ten years 
or so.  

Maybe it’s time we held one again?  

The service for next year has been written by 
Christian women in Suriname on the theme ‘All God’s Creation is 
Very Good’ and will be held on Friday 2nd March, and even though 
the service is prepared and led by women, everyone is invited and 
welcome.  

If one was organised in the town for next March, would you be 
interested in going? 

If so, I’d love to hear from you… 
You could contact me in the church office:  

9335 5609, or office@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 

Or:  

wwwdp.org.uk, wwdp.ni@gmail.com, facebook/wwdp.ni 

Elaine Barnett 
 Chairwoman -  

NI Committee for Woman’s World Day of Prayer 
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Storehouse / Social Services 
There are families in our community who are 
really struggling and we want to make a 
difference. 

Please help by placing a weekly donation of 
Non-Perishable Food or Household Products 
in the Red Boxes in the Church foyer. 

At the end of each month we will split the items donated between 
these two very worthy community projects.  

If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take 
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to 
Donna Harrison. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

God Bless, 

Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray 
 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 

Joanne Shimmon:  secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:   treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
 
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  

Joanne Shimmon  
Select Vestry Secretary 
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FellowshipCafé@ht 
Thursday 11am – 1pm 

Open to all 

 
 

On only two occasions during the year is FellowshipCafe@ht 
about money.  

In September, we hosted the ‘Big Red Tea Party’ and raised a 
staggering £900 for Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research N.I. 

On Thursday 19th October, we hosted our annual “Big Pink” in aid 
of Breast Cancer Care raising £510.   

 We chose these two organisations as a thank you for the treatment 
and care given to several members of our congregation. Thank you 
to everyone who, in any way, supported these two events. To God 
be the glory. 

This brings the amount donated to worthy causes to over £12,000. 

For the other fifty weeks of the year we are solely about fellowship.  
Any money raised is a bonus. 

God is good † all the time 
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Holy Trinity  

Uganda Mission Trip 2017 
We would like you to join us on Sunday 29th October 2017 at 
10:30am. There will be displays around the main hall and some 
interesting stories of our time in Uganda. 

On Sunday 5th November 2017 at 7:00pm there will be an 
opportunity to watch a film of the trip put together by Drew.  

All are invited. Please come along and enjoy the highs of our trip. 

God Bless 

Vic Wootton 
P.S. Tea and coffee will be provided! 

 

TEA and COFFEE after the Services 
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee after 
the service. If you can help, please add your name against a date 
on the list, or speak to Anne or either Lorraine. The list is beside 
the donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover 
costs. 

Lorraine R, Lorraine H & Anne 
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Light Parade 
Saturday 16th December at 4pm 

We will require help with stewarding, teas, set up and cleaning. I 
look forward to you offering your help. 

On Thursday 7th from 6-30pm we will be calling with all the houses 
surrounding the Church to invite the neighbours to this event. 

Please sign up to help it should only take you 30 minutes. 

Drew Buchanan 
 

The Church Christmas Dinner  
Friday 1st December 2017 at 7pm in Carrickfergus Golf Club. 

Price £25 per person. 
The dinner is open to all over 
18 years of age. If you have not 
already chosen your meal 
please do so as soon as 
possible by filling in the forms 
at the back of the church. 

£10 deposits, need to be paid 
at the time of booking and are 
non-refundable. 

The full amount £25, must be 
paid on or before Sunday 19th November.   

No booking or changes to meals can be made after the 19th 
November. 

Drew Buchanan 
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Young At Heart 
  

Our next meeting will be on 
Monday 6th November at 11.30 
A chance to buy from CMS Market, 
lovely items from around the world 
and interesting stories of the 
people who made them. 

God Bless 

Yvonne, Joan & Liz 
 

Creche Rota – November 2017 
5th November Anne Langley 

Arlene 

Macartney 

Sharon 

McNeill 

12th November Lorraine Ross Helen Fittis Joan Logan 

19th November Adrienne 

Tasker 

Maureen 

Lunn 

Carolynne 

Lafferty 

26th November 

 
	

	

No Creche 
	

	 	
	

 
Hi Everyone! 

If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are 
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps 
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week 
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507. 

Arlene Macartney 
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Counters Rota  

Team	1	 Team	2	 Team	3	 Team	4	 Team	5	

Simon 
McDonald Olga Grange Mark Edgar David Sprott Karen 

Buchanan 

Ann Richmond Peter Moffett Elaine Gray Helen Wootton Sharon 
McNeil 

Ann McDonald Alison Moffett Marjory Edgar Margaret 
Addley Sue Majury 

 Arlene 
Macartney 

Graeme 
Hunter  Joanne 

Shimmon 
 

Team	 Dates	
1	 22nd	Oct	 26th	Nov	 31st	Dec	 4th	Feb	
2	 29th	Oct	 3rd	Dec	 7th	Jan	 11th	Feb	
3	 5th	Nov	 10th	Dec	 14th	Jan	 18th	Feb	
4	 12th	Nov	 17th	Dec	 21st	Jan	 25th	Feb	
5	 19th	Nov	 24th	Dec	 28th	Jan	 4th	Mar	

 
Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer 
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – November 2017 
Week 1 
5th Nov 

Week 2 
12th Nov 

Week 3 
19th Nov 

Week 4 
26th Nov 

James Beattie Colin Watson Graeme Hunter Phil Moody 

Kel McDermott Simon McDonald Arlene 
Macartney 

Eddie Orr 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Michael 
McDonald 

Bert Macartney David Sprott 

Garry 
Richmond 

Bob McDonald Maurice 
Langley 

Alan Sprott 

Wenda Gray Alan Heggarty Alan Graham  

 
Please note: if you are unable to meet your 
commitment, please change with a member of 
another team. Please be there for 9.30 am and set out 
the chairs and set out the Sanctuary. 

After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall. 

Thank you    

Simon McDonald 
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Avril Waller Pilates 

 
Hello again, 

It was lovely to see everyone again this month and I look forward 
to welcoming more of you who are “thinking” about it. 

Bring a thick mat and a small towel.  Wear socks and comfortable 
clothes that you can move easily in. 

Everybody welcome, men, women, beginners, experienced, young 
or old. It will be great to see you. 

 

Please note, the last class of the year will be on THURSDAY 2nd 
NOVEMBER at 10am for an hour. 

Don’t worry though, I will be re-opening again on Thursday 11th 
January 2018.  

If you have any worries, call me on 9335 5129 or 0777 3899905 or 
email me; avrilwaller@talktalk.net 
 

Hope you all have a great Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Avril Waller, Pilates 
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Uplift 
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website:www.weareuplift.com 

Email:  info@weareuplift.com, mobile: 07840453723 

Ryan Moffett - Creative and Production Director 
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Services – November 2017 
 

Date Reading Number Reader Title & Prayer 
Leader 

Book Chapter & Verses 

 5 November 
2017 

1st Reading Alison Moffett HC 
Sola Christus 

1 Timothy Chapter 2 verses 1 - 7 

 2nd Reading Rev Alan McCann Prayers 
Joanne Shimmon 

Colossians Chapter 1 verses 13 - 
23 

 12 November 
2017 

1st Reading Colin McIlwaine MP 
Sola Gratis 

Ephesians Chapter 1 verses 1 - 
14 

 2nd Reading Heather Sprott Prayers 
Rev Alan McCann 

Ephesians Chapter 2 verses 1 - 
10 

 19 November 
2017 

1st Reading Terry Shimmon MP 
Sola Fides 

Ephesians Chapter 2 verses 1 - 
10 

 2nd Reading Wendy Gray Prayers 
Janice Gibson 

Galatians Chapter 3 verses 6 - 
14 

 26 November 
2017 

1st Reading ————— GB Enrolment ————— ————— 

 2nd Reading ————— Prayers 
GB 

————— ————— 

 

Colin McIlwaine 
 

 


