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Letter to Parishioners
Dear Friends,
By the time you are reading this the
General Synod of the Church of Ireland
will be only a few days away. As I
informed you a few weeks ago there is a
motion (No. 12) being presented which
asks the House of Bishops to bring proposals to the General Synod
for the blessing of same-sex relationships. Below is an address I
gave one evening at Holy Trinity in 2015. It addressed the issue of
Human Sexuality and I thought it appropriate to have it printed at
this time for your information.
Human Sexuality
50 Shades of Grey is a highly sexual book - one I haven't read, in
case you are wondering. It is apparently a trilogy and recently was
made into a film, released in time for Valentine’s Day this year. It
was big news for a while. Since its publication in 2011 it has sold
over 100 million copies and has been translated into 52 languages.
The revenue from it has been enormous but it is also true to say
that the damage it will have done to people’s, including Christian
people, understanding of human sexuality will also have been and
continue to be enormous. You see today, the world of the 21st
Century, sexuality is understood in the way it is conveyed to us
through the media and the entertainment industry.
As a Christian, and as an ordained minister, I want to know,
understand and live by what the Scriptures, what God, teaches
about Human Sexuality. So that is the foundation from which I am
going to address this issue this evening. This debate is not about
May 2017
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us, it is not anthropocentric, nor is it actually a debate about how
the Church can be more relevant - at the heart of this debate is a
debate about God and What He says in Scripture about Human
Sexuality.
I want to begin by saying to everyone - this is a very important issue
because it affects all of us in our own personal lives and in the lives
of our families, church and community. It is an area of life and of
Biblical teaching that must be addressed, taken seriously, and dealt
with sensitively. It is not a place for glib statements or for harsh
statements. No one can deny the powerful desires that are
generated by human sexuality and it is also fair to say that we all
approach this subject with some trepidation and with brokenness.
So as we begin I want to say that it is not my intention to hurt or
offend anyone this evening but I want, as best as I can, to bring to
you the Biblical teaching on human sexuality and to
compassionately call us, as the people of God, to live accordingly.
The best place to begin is at the beginning. Genesis - the book of
origins, including the origins of human sexuality. In Genesis 1 the
Hebrew for man is ‘ish’ and for woman is ‘ishah.’ The way
woman is created indicates she is man’s divinely designed
complement. Turn to Genesis 2.21 - God takes something from
‘man’ - so she is like ‘man’ but differentiated from ‘man’ - God takes
from the ‘ish’ and creates the ‘ishah.’ God then instructs the ‘ish’
and the ‘ishah’ to become ‘one flesh, to multiply.’ The nature of this
one-flesh union presupposes two persons of the opposite sex. The
phrase ‘one-sex’ speaks of sexual intimacy and the reference in
2.25 to nakedness also speaks of that sexual intimacy. St Paul
picks up on this ‘one flesh’ language when addressing the issue of
sexual relationships in 1 Corinthian 6 (verses 15-16). Look for a
moment at Genesis 1.27 - the phrase is ‘zakar uneqevah’ - male
and female - the only other place in the Scriptures where this
4
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phrase is used is Genesis 5.1 - the Ark - therefore it speaks of a
natural pair and that is what Genesis 1.27 is emphasising.
Genesis 2.24 begins ‘Therefore’ - connects this sexual intimacy of
verse 24 with the complementarity of the ‘ishah’ being taken from
the ‘ish’ - in verse 23. ‘Ish’ and ‘Ishah” become one flesh - not
because sexual union but because of sexual reunion. One is
made from both and both made for the other to become one
again.
Genesis 1.28 - the procreative purpose of Human Sexuality - only
two people of the opposite sex can fulfil this procreative purpose,
and the OT levirate laws concerning marriage - Deuteronomy 25.56, Mark 12.19 - illustrates the importance of this principal. Sex is
therefore sacred, because with God, it co-creates a new life, a new
soul.
When it comes to Human Sexuality Jesus reinforces the normality
and the normative nature of the Genesis text - Matthew 19.4-6 and
Mark 10.6-9.
Genesis 1.31 - teaches clearly that Sex is good, it God-created gift
to man and woman. Therefore, we are to have a healthy and
respectful attitude to sexual relations and intimacy. For example,
the book Song of Songs rejoices in sexual pleasure. I am not sure
many of us would be comfortable writing such things or having to
read the text of Song of Songs in front of a congregation.
1 Corinthians 7.3-5 - Paul tells us that sex was created by God and
commanded by God that it be kept within the marriage of the ‘ish’
and ‘ishah.’
We also have to admit that the sexual desires of men and women
are affected by the disobedience of Adam and Eve, the first ‘ish’
and ‘ishah’ - 1 Corinthians 6.18ff.
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The Bible, however, does not see love and sex as primary for
human happiness - which is contrary to what the world and society
continually tell us in the 21st Century. If you take a moment
sometime and read through 1 Corinthians 7 you will see a stark
realism of the biblical teaching - the Bible, God’s Word, God, does
not see sex as a self-fulfilment or required for social acceptance contrary to the world in which we now live.
For example - Paul tells us here that marriage and singleness are
both equal and valid ways of life, but that is not the message of this
world. Matthew 9.12 - read Jesus’ words on singleness. The
choice is between marriage and singleness - not what makes us
personally happy but that which makes us most useful for the
kingdom of God - that is a radical change in our understanding of
relationships.
It is certainly a very different attitude and
understanding to that which is put forward constantly by the world,
and certainly by some in the Christian church today.
So we can say at the beginning that sex is rooted in the Created
order - look at Genesis 1.26 - we eavesdrop on a conversation
between the Godhead - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. So God
created male and female - both in perfect union with each other
and yet different from one another and in such a way that they may
procreate. Genesis is saying therefore that there is something in
the way that male and female are created that reflects the nature
of God Himself. The Trinity is one and yet three, equal but different
and that is a fundamental principle reflected in the creation of the
‘ish’ and the ‘ishah.’ Also if we turn to the book of Revelation - 21.2,
9 - looking ahead to God’s created new order - the union between
Christ and the Church is described as a marriage - a great wedding
day. From Creation to the New Creation the goal of sexuality is not
marriage if you are single, nor is it great sex if you are married but
it is a constant reminder that we carry around in our bodies what it
is that we are truly made for - We are made for union with Christ.
6
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Hence we read at the beginning of the Marriage Ceremony:
The Scriptures set before us marriage as part of God’s
creation and a holy mystery in which man and woman become
one flesh. It is God’s purpose, that, as husband and wife give
themselves to each other in love throughout their lives, they
shall be united in that love as Christ is united with His church.
Therefore, gender differences matter to God in His created order.
In fact, it would be fair to say that they not only matter but that they
are also essential in and to the created order. Therefore, to flatten
those distinctions or to make them irrelevant, or to seek to erase
them as if they were insignificant, would require God to deny
Himself and His very being. Sexuality, male and female, equal but
different, reflects who God is. Therefore, the erosion of gender
distinctions cannot be justified from the Scriptures.
Human Sexuality can be wonderfully positive but it can also be
horribly negative and destructive. Genesis 2.24-25 - these words
are timeless - Jesus quotes them as we have seen in Matthew 19
and in Mark 10. Paul quotes them in Ephesians 5.
Sex unifies - the ceremony of Sex - covenant renewal ceremony.
The original purpose of sext to become one flesh - a complete
personal union. Sexual relations creates a deep intimacy oneness, communion between two people - Genesis 2.24; 4.14.
That is why the main condition of marriage is a binding covenant I plight thee my troth. Genesis, and Scripture as a whole, teaches
us that the sexual union of a man and woman is self-giving and not
as the 21st Century tells us a ‘self-expression.’ There is a stark
contrast and a fundamental difference here.
God requires a binding, legal, public covenant between one man
(ish) and one woman (ishah) as the infrastructure for sexual
intimacy. At the beginning of Creation God placed at the heart of
7
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sexual intimacy the requirement of exclusive faithfulness between
a man and a woman (publicly stated and acknowledged before
each family) as the grounds for being sexually intimate and
vulnerable with another person. IT is easier to be vulnerable to
someone who has promised to be exclusively faithful to you than
to someone who is under no obligation to stay with you for more
than one night! Thus God demands and commands marriage
covenants - sexual union can therefore be described as covenant
renewal ceremony in marriage - each time a husband and wife are
sexually intimate they are renewing (in their hearts, minds as much
as with their bodies) their marriage promises/covenant.
They are saying I belong exclusively, completely and permanently
to you - hence God places boundaries around sexual relations.
The assumption today is that sexual intercourse will happen in all
relationships. The Bible, God’s Word, God, assumes abstinence
in all relationships except marriage. To say such today will be
scorned, derided and leave me open to laughter! Corinthians 7
assumes that a single person would be celibate. In the ANE
premarital sex was considered outrageous - you only have to read
the Nativity narrative and the predicament that Mary found herself
in to realise that.
21st Century - sexual activity is not seen as a covenantal issue but
as an issue of self-expression and self-fulfillment. Whereas the
Scriptures see sexual intimacy as an expression of self-giving, selfdonation - and as a witness to the God who created us in His image.
How we behave sexually either affirms or contradicts what we
believe about God. God does not offer or ask for intimacy without
complete whole life covenantal commitment.
So what has gone wrong: Genesis 3 - The Fall - the breakdown of
every kind of relationship, including marriage and sexuality. The
result is that instead of sexuality being positive and other person
8
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centred it becomes negative and self-centred. It now becomes and
is now spoken of in terms of me, my desires, my pleasure and my
self-fulfillment. Ephesians 2.3 expresses this aptly - READ.
So today it is the norm to hear people being encouraged to do
whatever makes them feel good, whatever feels right to them and
that it is a human right to be sexually happy/fulfilled! No matter the
direction, no matter the relationship - its central concern is selfdesires, personal craving and personal satisfaction. This is in
complete contradiction of the other person centre approach of
Scripture in the area of human sexuality. So one night stands,
casual sex, co-habitation, civil partnerships and the redefinition of
marriage all flow out of and from Genesis 3, not Genesis 1 and 2.
They are the consequence of wanting to live for ourselves without
any reference to God, to His Created Order or to His Holy Word.
The physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual damage that
has been left in the wake of this so called sexual freedom is plain
for all to see in each generation - and it is only getting bigger and
deeper with each generation.
Jesus Teaching - Mark 10 verses 2-12 and Matthew 19 verses 3-9
- are the key texts on this issue. Jesus clearly sees male and
female as a complementary sexual pairing. This is Christ’s position
for monogamy. He reasoned that, since the union of two sexual
halves creates and integrated, self-contained whole, a third sexual
partner was neither necessary or desirable. For Christ the twoness
(male and female) of the sexes is the foundation of the twoness of
the sexual bond. Christ is very clear on gender distinction and its
lasting value and He is equally clear that marriage as God defined
it at Creation, is permanent for as long as this world exists.
Matthew 5.27-32 - we read here of Jesus tightening the Law on
sexual ethics - not lowering the standard.
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John the Baptist is beheaded by Herod for criticising his violation
of the Levitical Sexual Code by taking his brother’s wife.
1st Century Judaism held to the Levitical Sexual Code - as did
Christ. In His silence = acceptance of the societal norm of His
people, it was not a rejection of it. The very opposite of what we
are hearing from some, including church leaders, today. In fact if
you look at Matthew 5.27-28 Christ actually raises the bar than it
had been before - even the lust of our thoughts and hearts is
included. Therefore, the purity of marriage and sexuality is taken
very seriously by Jesus - both in His teaching and in His life of
obedience to the Father. READ Hebrews 4.15 - He was tempted
as we are - and that must include sexual temptation.
21st Century - says the satisfaction of human desires and
aspirations are paramount in society, in the individual life and in
society. Romans 3.21-26 - says that this is wrong thinking.
Often what we hear is man telling God what God must do to be
considered just, loving and compassionate - rather than accepting
with an open heart the singular way God has provided for
acceptable sexual expression.
God is not the Great Rubber Stamp of the skies who puts a seal of
approval on all our inner desires and behaviours. Romans 8.29 is
God’s purpose - to conform us to the image of Jesus Christ.
At the heart of this whole human sexuality debate is whether or not
we have the right to define for ourselves what we can do on the
basis of desires that we experience in life or whether God has the
right to transform us into the image of Jesus as God sees fit. Is
our theme tune ‘My Way’ or ‘God’s Way?’
the only absolute essential thing for life and in life is Jesus Christ do we believe that?
10
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Sex is neither a god to be worshipped, nor an essential component
of human existence. Therefore, God is able to restrict its access to
sexual intimacy within heterosexual marriage.
Having laid that foundation to Human Sexuality - very briefly I want
from that to address the area of Homosexuality - which is the hot
potato of our day!
1189 Chapters in the Bible, in excess of 30K verses - 12 passaged
relating to homosexuality. The reason that Scripture says so little
is that no one in the ANE accepted homosexuality and no one
sought to justify or legitimise the behaviour. It was considered
sinful - there was no controversy about it and thus it was spoken
plainly as sinful. IT must be stated that the Bible is not silent on the
issue - it is explicitly condemned. The Bible is uniformly negative
about homosexuality. This argument equates frequency of
mention with importance. Bestiality is mentioned less times, incest
about the same number of times - an no one would seek to justify
or legitimise these, at least not yet!
Pin Pronk - a Dutch scholar, who is gay - says that the Bible does
not support homosexuality and recognises that wherever it is
mentioned it is condemned.
Main bible texts regarding Homosexuality - Genesis 19 Sodom and
Gomorrah
Leviticus 18.22 and 20.13 - each step is a step further from God’s
design
Sex with a menstruating women - sex with another man’s wife - sex
with another male - sex with an animal. Each step takes one
further away from God’s created order and purpose.
Adultery - Matthew 5.27-30 = sin
Incest - 1 Corinthians 5.1-13 = sin
May 2017
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Polygamy - 1 Corinthians 7.2 = sin
Romans 1 - most detailed and significant treatment of
homosexuality in NT.
Some pro-gay arguments - Cultural Distance - which is an
argument from silence - but those texts are clear in their
condemnation of homosexuality. The Greco-Roman world had full
knowledge of and understood committed same-sex relationships,
including semi-official marriages. Clement of Alexandria in 200AD
spoke of women marrying women, contrary to nature. Josephus
the Jewish historical - also mentions such relationships and
condemns them.
Louise Crompton - pro-gay - Homosexuality and Civilisation 2003 ‘The idea that homosexuals might be redeemed by mutual devotion
would have been wholly foreign to Paul or any other Jew or early
Christian.’
Thomas Hubbard - acknowledges that 1st Century - Homosexuality
came to be seen and understood as an orientation/personal identity
opposed to heterosexuality.
Exploitation argument - Romans 1 is not making any distinction
between exploitive and non-exploitive homosexual relations. Paul
contends that it is contrary to nature because it violates Genesis 1.
If up look at Romans 1.24-27 and Genesis 1.26-27 there are 8 pairs
of correspondence - deliberately on Paul’s part humans/images/likeness, birds/cattle/reptiles, male/female.
Romans 1.27 - a voluntary decision to go after same-sex
relationships
1st exchange - verses 21-23 - the glory of God for the foolishness
of idolatry
2nd exchange - verses 24-25 - the truth about God is exchanged
for a lie
12
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3rd exchange - verses 26-27 - giving up natural relations for
unnatural relations. This is a clear turning away from God’s created
order and design. It is clear that Paul is thinking of homosexuality
in general terms here. The act itself is truth suppressing and
therefore a sin.
Bible never teaches that our God ordained identity is the sum total
of our biological impulses - it teaches that our true identity - the
destiny God has given us, is often significantly at odds with our
most intense, innate urges and desires.
The battle is God’s will versus our will.
God as Lord versus self as lord.
Romans 6.1-8.17 - our new identity is in Christ - does not mean
sinful impulses cease.
Thank you for taking the time to read this rather long article. Please
pray for the General Synod, 4th-6th May meeting in Limerick. Pray
that as a Church we will remain faithful to the Holy Scriptures and
the teaching of the Church, not just on the area of Human Sexuality,
but in all aspects of our doctrine, worship and corporate life.
Yours in Christ
Rev Dr Alan McCann

TEA and COFFEE after the Services
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee
after the service. If you can help, please add your name against a
date on the list, or speak to Anne or Joanne. The list is beside the
donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover
costs.
May 2017
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Who’s Who from the Pew!
What is your name?
Mary Joanne Hunter, but everyone
knows me as Joanne.
How old are you?
52
Where were you born?
Belfast.
Family members?
Husband Graeme, Sons David and
Stephen and our black Labrador
Leah.
Where do you live?
Tudor Drive, Carrickfergus.
What is/was your job?
Midwife at Royal Jubilee Maternity Hospital.
What school did you go to?
Cave Hill Primary and then Richmond Lodge.
What is your favourite meal?
When I’m not counting my syns, Papa Brown’s Chicken with red
pepper and creamy chorizo sauce, tobacco onions and chips,
followed by Pavlova.

14
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What are your favourite hobbies/activities?
I love to dance and help out in the badminton club with Graeme,
Garry and Donna. I really enjoy working with the young people.
What is your favourite film?
Dirty Dancing. “No one puts Baby in the corner!”
What was your favourite cartoon as a child?
Tom and Jerry. Also Marine Boy.
How long have you been a Member of Holy Trinity?
We joined about 24 years ago.
Who has been the biggest influence in your life?
My Papa. A loving, kind and generous man.
When you were growing up, what did you want to be?
A Physiotherapist but I was no good at Physics!
Have you any hidden talents?
I would like to say Olympic Javelin thrower! Basically – No.
What is your favourite hymn?
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
What is your favourite Bible verse?
Jeremiah Chapter 29 Verse 11. “For I know the plans I have for you”
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. “
Joanne, thank-you.
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Alan’s Bible Study
Parish Bible Study:
Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm
& Evenings 8pm to 9pm
Kerr Room
Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to 8pm
Kerr Room
Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself. Come
along and enjoy the fellowship together. Come along and be
blessed by God as we sit under His Word together and as He fulfils
His promise to be present where two or three meet together in His
Name.
God bless Rev Dr Alan McCann

The Crafters of Holy Trinity
Hi Crafters @ HT continue to meet on a Friday
night 7.00pm until 9.00pm upstairs in the Coffee
Bar. A time to get those unfinished projects
finished and enjoy the company of fellow crafters
over a cuppa. All welcome.
God Bless
Helen Wootton
16
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Recycled Teenagers
THE APPLE
BLOSSOM TOUR

Date

Event

Sat 20 May ‘17

Apple Tour, Co. Armagh

Fri 30th Jun ‘17

Mini Golf

th

Please join us for the Apple Blossom Tour
on Saturday May 20th
leaving Holy Trinity at 10am.
We will be visiting Armagh city centre followed by a tour of the Apple
Orchards.
Naturally, a meal will be involved.
Please give your name and a £10 deposit to Anne Langley as soon as
possible.
Limited places left.

Select Vestry
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact:
: secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
Drew Buchanan: treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any
events.
Secretary
17
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Young At Heart
Our next meeting will be on
Monday 8th May as the 1st is May
Day. As it is the last of the season
we will be having our usual salad
lunch party.
It will also be my last as leader. Ann
Larkin and I started with 6 members 13 years ago, we now have
22-25. In September Yvonne Best, Joan Cummings and Liz Adair
are taking over. Violet will still be Treasurer and doing a great job
as usual.
Over the years, Young at Heart has supported lots of charities:
Dogs for the Blind, Fields of Life, Women’s Refuge, Hope House,
Marie Curie and many more. I am sure this will continue.
Finally I woud like to thank you all for the help you have given me
as leader.
God Bless
Eva Dunn

Announcements
If you have any information you wish to pass to
the congregation via the data projector, please
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at:
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
by the Friday afternoon of each week.

18
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Prayer Team
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Tess Hoey, Helen Hoey, Libby
Todd & Nicky Quigg
The prayer team no longer meet on Thursday
nights for intercessory prayer but are now
meeting instead each Sunday morning before
the 10.30 am service in the prayer room. The
slips will continue to be lifted in prayer 4 times
as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may
be over a longer period). Therefore, please do
continue to make use of our prayer request box
situated in the front hall of the church. As always, be assured that
information on the slips remains confidential.
The team will also be available for prayer at the front of the church
after the Sunday morning service. Should you require prayer in a more
confidential space please ask us to move into the prayer room with
you and we will be happy to do so. We would encourage you to
complete a prayer slip after you have attended for prayer so that we
can continue to pray for your situation when we meet together.
If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team that you
consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your
support. Please do approach one of us.
Nicky Quigg
On behalf of the prayer team

May 2017
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FellowshipCafé@ht
Thursday 11am – 1pm
Open to all
Sadly, we are soon to be losing a member of our baking team. So,
here’s what we want you to do…please think about and pray about
joining our baking team. It entails baking or providing goodies, such
as Pavlova or Cheeesecake or Apple Pie, and/or traybakes etc. If
the spare position is filled it will mean doing this every 7th week. If
more than one person comes forward your turn will be less frequent.
Please speak to Anne. Thank you.
Fellowship Café to the rescue….here’s how your generosity has
helped. We recently received a plea from Mercy Alive, a Christian
organisation we have helped before, which cares for the street kids
of Kampala, Uganda. Due to the lack of funds they were being
evicted from the premises they rent to house the kids. We obliged
with some funding which keeps them housed for the next few
weeks. After that they are moving out into the countryside for
cheaper accommodation. Thankfully, with sponsorship, the kids
remain in school.
Thank you for contributing each week.

God is good † all the time

C.M.S Used Postage Stamps
Keep saving those used stamps (remembering to leave a small
border) and pop them in the box on the church table, or hand them
to me. The money raised from their sale helps support projects in
Africa.
Yvonne Best
20
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Holiday Bible Club
24th – 28th July
10:30am – 12:30pm
Would you like to join us this year in our
children's summer outreach? We have a
job just right for you. It's great to see old
hands coming back year after year (and we
really need your experience and
faithfulness), but we would also like to
challenge new people to join us on our
team. We will not ask you to do anything you don't feel comfortable
with (although God might do so!)
Our theme this year is "The Great Treasure Hunt". Please add your
name and details to the forms at the back of the church, or have a
quiet word with me. Our first planner meeting is on Tuesday 30th
May at 7.30pm.
Love to see you there.
God bless
Yvonne Best

Bank of England Paper £5 Notes

x
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As of Friday 5th May 2017, the Bank of England paper £5 note
ceases to be legal tender in favour of the new polymer (plastic) £5
note. All existing paper copies should be spent or taken to a bank
for exchange before this date. After this date, the Bank of England
will always exchange the note however, local banks may exchange
the notes as a courtesy to their customers.

Face to Face Ladies Group

Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome”

Programme for 2017

Date

Event

Thursday 18th May ‘17

A Meal Out!

Our evening out will be dinner in Whitehead Golf Club, Thursday
18th May at 7.00 o'clock. Please see Liz or Janis for a menu and
have your order with them by Sunday 14th May with the correct
payment plus £1 in an envelope marked with your name. Hoping to
see
you
there
for
a
great
night
of
fellowship.
God bless,
Janet, Liz & Janis
22
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Counters Rota
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Simon
McDonald

Olga Grange

Mark Edgar

David Sprott

Ann Richmond

Peter Moffett

Elaine Gray

Carol Marshall

Ann McDonald

Alison Moffett

Marjory Edgar

Helen Wootton

Sue Majury

Arlene
Macartney

Graeme
Hunter

Margaret
Addley

Joanne
Shimmon

Team
1
2
3
4
5

Team 5
Karen
Buchanan
Sharon
McNeil

Dates
30th Apr
7th May
14th May
21st May
28th May

4th Jun
11th Jun
18th Jun
25th Jun
2nd Jul

9th Jul
16th Jul
23rd Jul
30th Jul
6th Aug

13th Aug
20th Aug
27th Aug
3rd Sept
10th Sept

Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer

Storehouse / Social Services
There are families in our community who are
really struggling and we want to make a
difference.
Please help by placing a weekly donation of
Non-Perishable Food or Household Products
in the Red Boxes in the Church foyer.
May 2017
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At the end of each month we will split the items donated between
these two very worthy community projects.
If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to
Donna Harrison.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
God Bless,
Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray

Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group
Thursday mornings, 10.30-12.00

Hello everyone, we hope you had a lovely
Easter. During the next 2 months until we
finish for the summer at the end of June we will
be collecting items for Africa: pencils,
sharpeners, elastic bands, packets of
balloons, skipping ropes, bean bags, plastic
drinking straws and small, lightweight balls.
These will be given to our team heading to Africa this summer.
We meet each Thursday, 10.30 until 12.00 for play, refreshments
and chat. A warm welcome is assured to all babies, toddlers and
their carers.
God Bless
Lisa, Carolynne and Liz
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Creche Rota – May 2017
7th May

Adrienne

Maureen

Tasker

Lunn

14th May

Alison Moffett

21st May

Valarie Sprott

Lorraine
Ross

Olga Grange

Carolynne
Lafferty

Joan Logan

Helen Fitts

Sharon
McNeil

No Creche

28th May

Hi Everyone!
If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507.
Arlene Macartney

Holy Trinity Chair Rota – May 2017
Week 1
7th May

Week 2
14th May

Week 3
21st May

Week 4
28th May

James Beattie

Colin Watson

Graeme Hunter

Phil Moody

Kel McDermott

Simon McDonald

Eddie Orr

Colin
McIlwaine
Garry
Richmond
Wenda Gray

Michael
McDonald
Bob McDonald

Arlene
Macartney
Bert Macartney

Alan Heggarty

Maurice
Langley
Alan Graham

May 2017

David Sprott
Alan Sprott
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Please note: if you are unable to meet your
commitment, please change with a member of
another team. Please be there for 9.30 am and set out
the chairs and set out the Sanctuary.
After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall.
Thank you
Simon McDonald

Avril Waller Pilates

You may have heard that I am semi-retired now. I decided to close
the Diet & Fitness Classes after teaching for 22 years and will only
teach Pilates now. So I am delighted to say I will be in Holy Trinity
Church every Thursday from 10-11am.
The class is open to both men and women and the cost is £6.50,
pay as you go. Bring a thick mat and small towel.
If you are interested in other classes, then please call me on 9335
5129 or email me: avrilwaller@talktalk.net
Avril Waller, Pilates
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Jokes of the Month
I find it ironic that the colours red, white, and blue stand for freedom
until they are flashing behind you.
If I had a pound for every girl that found me unattractive, they would
eventually find me attractive.
I'm great at multitasking. I can waste time, be unproductive and
procrastinate all at once.
Just read that 4,153,237 people got married last year, not to cause
any trouble but shouldn't that be an even number?
A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight
live longer than the men who mention it.
Life is all about perspective. The sinking of the Titanic was a
miracle to the lobsters in the ship's kitchen.
My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll
see about that.
Politicians and nappies have one thing in common. They should
both be changed regularly and for the same reason.
If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind
to blame.
Women spend more time wondering what men are thinking than
men spend thinking.
When an employment application asks who is to be notified in case
of medical emergency, I always write, "A very good doctor".
People who write "u" instead of "you". What do you do with all the
time you save?
Vic Wootton

May 2017
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Services – May 2017
Date

Reading
Number

Reader

Title & Prayer Leader

Book

Chapter & Verses

7 May 2017

1st Reading

Bert Macartney

HC

Acts

Chapter 2 verses 42 47

2nd Reading

Rev Alan
McCann

Prayers
Maurice Langley

John

Chapter 10 verses 1 10

1st Reading

Vic Wootton

MP

Deuteronomy

Chapter 6 verses 20 25

2nd Reading

Colin McIlwaine

Prayers
Rev Alan McCann

John

Chapter 14 verses 1 14

1st Reading

Stephen
McLaughlin

MP

Acts

Chapter 17 verses 22 31

2nd Reading

Jemma Fittis

Prayers
Libby Todd

John

Chapter 14 verses 15 21

1st Reading

—————

Family Service

—————

————-

2nd Reading

—————

Prayers
Youth Fellowship

—————

————-

14 May
2017

21 May
2017

28 May
2017

Colin McIlwaine

A Big Thank-You
I’m sure everyone at Holy Trinity would like to thank Bill Lunney
for his continued hard work and dedication in keeping the grounds
of Holy Trinity looking magnificent.
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