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Letter to Parishioners
Reading Joel 2 verses 1-2 and verses 12-14
Dear Friends,
February is usually the month we
associate with St Valentine’s Day (14th
February). This year there is an unusual
animal. St Valentine’s Day also happens
to be Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. How ironic that the
day associated with love and romance is also, this year, the day we
mourn and grieve over our sins and prepare for a period of selfexamination and self-denial in preparation for Holy Week, Good
Friday and the glory of the Resurrection on Easter Day.
However, upon some further reflection, if we are honest, love also
brings sorrow, pain, grief and regret. It also brings great joy, great
happiness and hope. These feelings, emotions and aspirations are
all brought together in Lent, Holy Week and Easter. It is therefore
not such an irony that Ash Wednesday begins on St Valentine’s
Day as Lent and Holy Week lead us to the greatest expression of
Love this world has ever known - God incarnate, Jesus Christ dying
on the Cross of Calvary for the very people who are crucifying Him.
In the passage above Joel is instructed to blow his trumpet to warn
the people of the coming day of the Lord. He is further instructed
to call the people to repentance and to return to the Lord God who
they will find to be “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.” Read those words again slowly and
let them penetrate your mind, your heart and your very soul. Is this
not what we all want? Do you not want a love that is gracious and
4
February 2018

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

merciful, slow to get angry and abounding in steadfast (or faithful)
love towards you? Are those not some of the sentiments behind
all the cards, flowers, chocolates and gifts of St Valentine’s Day?
Apparently on average in the UK men spend £40 on Valentine’s
Day and women spend £27. We spent in total £980 million on
Valentine gifts in 2016. That amount of money is beyond my
comprehension. We spend a lot to declare our love for another on
Valentine’s Day but are we prepared to spend the same monetary
value, time, thought and effort in expressing our love for Christ
Jesus.
On Valentine’s Day we want another to know we love them and we
want others to know this also. No doubt Facebook will be full of
such declarations of love on the 14th February. However, when
did we last tell someone we loved the Lord Jesus? When did we
last express our love for God to God in prayer, in praise and in
reading His Word.
So here is the challenge this Lent. As it begins on St Valentine’s
Day, renew your vow of love to Christ and this Lent deny yourself
something in order to spend that time, that effort, that value
whatever it is, on telling God you love Him, telling others you love
Christ and showing this world that you are prepared for the coming
Day of the Lord. This Lent let love and mourning, love and
repentance be the driving force of your daily life. This St
Valentine’s Day by all means tell your wife, husband etc that you
love them but do not forget it is Ash Wednesday and spend some
time in preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter Day.

February 2018
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It really is not that ironic after all that Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday on St Valentine’s Day this year.
yours in Christ
Rev Dr Alan McCann

Handel’s Messiah - Saturday 7th April
Holy Trinity will host singers from London
for this special musical evening. Tickets
will be on sale soon - please put this date
in your diary and invite others to come to
hear the wonderful message of Christ
through the medium of this amazing
piece of music. More details to follow.

Easter Vestry List
During the month of February the Easter Vestry List will be open
for revision. If you are 18 years or older and have contributed
financially to the parish in the previous 12 months you can register.
This enables you to vote at the Easter General Vestry Meeting. If
you are unsure if you are registered or you wish to the register,
please speak to the church wardens or the Rector.
Easter General Vestry Meeting - 21st March at 7.30pm
6

February 2018

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

Bible Study
Parish Bible Study:
Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm
& Evenings 8pm to 9pm
Kerr Room
Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to
8pm in the Kerr Room
Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself. Come
along and enjoy the fellowship together. Come along and be
blessed by God as we sit under His Word together and as He fulfils
His promise to be present where two or three meet together in His
Name.
God bless
Rev Dr Alan McCann

Face to Face Ladies Group
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome”

Programme for 2018

Date

Event

Thu 15/2/18 @ 8pm
Thu 19/4/18 @ 8pm
Thu 17/5/18 @ 7:15pm

Quiz Night
“Send A Cow”
A Meal Out (Venue to be confirmed)

Janet, Liz & Janis
February 2018
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From the Treasurer
Gift Aid
Please
advise
the
treasurer
treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk if you leave
work, stop paying tax or move house. If is very
important that the treasurer has your correct
information when making a claim.

Can you help sponsor a child in Abura Primary School
Uganda?
Following on from the team 17
Uganda trip, Fields of Life
have informed us that 45
children at Abura Primary and
Nursery
school
require
sponsorship.
Child sponsorship provides a
quality education and is the
catalyst for real and lasting
change.
The cost is £17 per month and
we encourage you to support
the education of children at this school.
We realise that everyone won’t be able to afford £17 per month but
if you can donate a regular sum or just throw coins into the bucket,
collectively the church should be able to sponsor some children at
the school.

8
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Please donate. Electronic Bank transfer details as follows:
Sort code: 95-02-61
Account number: 00157511
Add FOL and your surname as a reference.
Thanking you in advance.
Drew Buchanon MBE
Treasurer

Holy Trinity Bowls Fellowship
We meet every Thursday evening
@730pm in Holy Trinity. All standards
are welcome beginners to the skilful,
Come along and enjoy the bowls,
craic, and a cup of tea (what else could
you ask for).
For any more information please
speak to me or any of the members.
God Bless
Vic Wootton
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The Crafters of Holy Trinity
A chance to sit down and have some craft time,
finish off some unfinished projects are even start a
new one and to help us along a cuppa. All
Welcome.
As some will already know, in March I will be going
as part of a small team to Uganda and visiting Bethel Christian
Primary School for just one week. I will be involved in sewing and
craft with P6/7 girls and also with the village ladies. The hope is to
help them set up a sustainable cottage craft business to provide
much needed finance for the school. I was wondering if anyone has
any unwanted items such as:
Cotton, brushed cotton and fleece cloth (can be old sheets or
curtains etc)
hand and machine sewing needles
thread, scissors, tape measures, poppers
Knitting needles, crochet hooks and wool
card making materials
sewing, knitting and craft patterns
reading glasses (+1.5, +2, +2.5)
If you would like to donate to this project it would be most
appreciated by the team and the school. Please chat to me if you
would like to know more.
God Bless
Helen Wootton
10
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Seed
Sunday Evenings 7.30pm at Holy Trinity
Hi everyone,
I want to encourage the youth of Holy
Trinity to ‘Be the change in your
church’. Christ has changed my life, as
I am sure he has done for you. As a Christian I want to help guide
people to Christ, so we can share the Gospel and make disciples
of all ages. The youth are the future of our church and we have
wonderful Godly leaders in the BB, GB, Light and Seed YF who all
need you prayers and support. We also want you as parents to
keep encouraging your children to attend these organisations. We
totally understand the pressures of exams and I would hope that
these organisations can be a safe, supportive environment to
recharge batteries for when the young people have loads of
studying to do.
Please pray for our young people as they are so important and I
would love the focus of our congregation to be on the young people
as well as outreaching to our community.
Many thanks and God bless
Ryan Moffett
Leader in Charge

February 2018
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Musical Event – Larne Grammar School

12
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Ryan Moffett
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FellowshipCafé@ht
Thursday 11am – 1pm

Open to all

Before our fellowship café every Thursday we spend time in
prayer. We ask for Gods’ blessings for the day and that everything
we do will bring glory to His name. He has certainly answered our
prayers, so far, in 2018. We have been very busy and, although it
is hard work for the team, we get huge joy from serving our Lord
and Saviour in this way. We can only pray that we fulfill our desire
to bring glory to His name.
During January we have been privileged to welcome several new
faces from the local community and neighbouring churches.
If you haven’t visited us so far please call in when you get the
opportunity, even if it’s just ‘to see what we do’. A warm welcome
is guaranteed.
If it’s in Gods’ plan then we will continue opening fellowship
café for the foreseeable future.
As requested in last months’ magazine we would value some help.
Please pray about it and speak to any member of the café team for
full details.

God is good † all the time
14
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Young At Heart
Our next meeting will be on Monday
5th February at 11.30 -1.00
Our speaker will be Rev Roger
Thompson from CMSI to tell us about
the work of this organisation. Please
join us for a chat and a cuppa.
God Bless
Yvonne, Joan & Liz

Select Vestry
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact:
Joanne Shimmon:
Drew Buchanan:

secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk

or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any
events.
Joanne Shimmon
Select Vestry Secretary

February 2018
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Who’s Who from the Pew!
What is your name?
Garry
Alaister
Richmond.

Montgomery

How old are you?
65 in June.
Where were you born?
Belfast.
Family members?
Only child but countless thousands in Christ.
Where do you live?
Carrickfergus.
What is/was your job?
Aeronautical /Stress Engineer (Retired).
What school did you go to?
Springfield Primary and Ballygomartin Boys Secondary Schools.
16
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What is your favourite meal?
Chicken sizzler, apple crumble and custard.
What are your favourite hobbies/activities?
Ulster and Ireland badminton representative.
What is your favourite film?
1. Sound of Music
2. Braveheart (Saving Private Ryan)
(Only joking about Sound of Music!)
How long have you been a Member of Holy Trinity?
Since the beginning.
Who has been the biggest influence in your life?
My beautiful wife. “Man looks on the outside but God looks on the
inside.”
When you were growing up, what did you want to be?
Absolutely no idea.
Have you any hidden talents?
Air guitar obviously!

February 2018
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What is your favourite hymn?
When I Survey The Wondrous Cross (Traditional).
What is your favourite Bible verse?
Mark ch15, v37, 38. “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”
What was your favourite cartoon as a child?
Bugs Bunny of course!

That’s all Folks!
Garry, thank-you.

Announcements
If you have any information you wish to pass to
the congregation via the data projector, please
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at:
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
by the Friday afternoon of each week.

18
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349th Carrickfergus Girls Brigade
It has been a busy start to the New Session, with
the girls enjoying their Scripture and Badge work
programmes. Parents Night will be upon us in no
time!
We would also like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our GB families and all members of
the church congregation for their very kind
donations at our Macmillan Coffee Morning in memory of our
former
Captain
Sandra
Montgomery. We are delighted to
share that we raised £300.00
which will go directly to Macmillan
to aid them in their support of
Cancer sufferers and their
families. This cause was very
close to our hearts, and we thank
God for his provisions. "Every
good and perfect gift is from
above" James 1:17.
Thank-you again for your support.
Hannah Hulme
(Leader in Charge)

February 2018
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C.M.S Used Postage Stamps
My ‘big’ Christmas stamp box is still sitting on the Church Table
begging “please fill me”. So if you have any stamps not yet handed
in, you can still pop them in the box. Soon it will be replaced with
my
‘small
‘box
for
all
year
round
collection.
Thanks to all who have contributed.
Yvonne Best

Charities: Open Doors
Another of the charities Holy Trinity supports:
Open Doors is an international
ministry serving persecuted
Christians and churches worldwide.
They supply Bibles, leadership training, literacy programmes,
livelihood support and advocacy services, and they seek to raise
awareness of the plight of Christians living under religious
persecution. For 25 years they have been providing the World
Watch List: the 50 countries worldwide where Christians
experience the most persecution. This involves measuring the
degree of freedom (or lack of) Christians have to live out their
faith in five spheres of life - private, family, community, national
and church life - plus a sixth sphere measuring levels of violence.
The Faces behind the Figures
The World Watch List simply provides the facts and figures. But
that big picture is made up of millions of individual faces and
situations. Here are a couple of persecuted Christians from around
20

February 2018

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

the world who really need our prayers and support. (You will find
more examples on the Open Doors website)
A Muslim-background believer in an Islamic state
‘All of the believers in our area are secret and persecuted,’ says a
secret believer from Central Asia. ‘I kept my new faith a secret from
my family for two months.’
The reason for her secrecy is that her
father is a Mullah, a Muslim cleric.
When she told him of her new faith he
forbade her from meeting with other
Christians, ‘but I had made my choice.
I had decided to follow the joy and
peace that Jesus brings. To this day
my father will not speak to me.’
Pray for courage and strength for Muslim-background believers
across the world.
North Korea
This communist dictatorship is no. 1 on the world watch list,
Christians there risk imprisonment, torture and death for following
Jesus. The family that has ruled North Korea for three generations
are worshipped like gods, and any suggestion that there is a higher
authority than the nation's leader, Kim Jong-un, is immediately
crushed. Tens of thousands of Christians are incarcerated in
horrific labour camps, and thousands more keep their faith in Christ
a complete secret - often their own family members do not know of
their faith.
February 2018
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An Open Doors partner visits
12 Christian families to
encourage them. "They have
only one Bible in the whole
group, and each family must
take turns to borrow it," he
reports.
"They hide the Bible in a secret
place. Once a month, three families get together and worship
together; once a year all believers get together in a mountain valley
to worship and have secret fellowship."
Pray for peace and protection for the Christians of North Korea as
they meet in utmost secrecy.
Free Lent Resource
Do you want to discover what life is
like for Christians in the world’s most
secretive state?
Live like a North Korean is a free
resource, packed with daily prayers
and reflections to connect you with
your persecuted North Korean family.
Ideal for individuals and small groups, this six-week guide contains
follow-up activities, downloadable resources and a unique insight
into North Korean life.
It’s an opportunity to be encouraged in your faith and bless your
persecuted brothers and sisters as you Live like a North Korean.
22
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"Please know that your prayers have been answered… never
before have I seen so many North Koreans come to faith." - Open
Doors contact in China
For this resource, and for much more information, videos, prayer
diaries,
go to their website: www.opendoorsuk.org or contact the Belfast
office: 028 9075 1080 or email: odireland@opendoorsuk.org
Elaine Barnett
Church Admin Secretary

Storehouse / Social Services
There are families in our community who are
really struggling and we want to make a
difference.
Please help by placing a weekly donation of
Non-Perishable Food or Household Products
in the Red Boxes in the Church foyer.
At the end of each month we will split the items donated between
these two very worthy community projects.
If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to
Donna Harrison.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
God Bless,
Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray
February 2018
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Prayer Team
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Libby Todd & Nicky Quigg
From October 2017 two members of
the Prayer Team will now be meeting in the
Prayer Room on Sundays after the service
to lift your prayer slips. Two members will
also be available at the front of the church to
pray with you at this time each week. We will
rotate in these roles so you will see different
faces from week to week. Please do ask if
you would prefer prayer in the privacy of the
prayer room. The slips will continue to be lifted weekly and on 4
occasions as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may be over a
longer period). Therefore, please do continue to make use of our
prayer request box situated in the front hall of the church. As
always, be assured that information on the slips remains
confidential. We would encourage you to complete a prayer slip
after you have attended for prayer so that we can continue to pray
for your situation when we meet together.
If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask
that you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have
your support. Please do approach one of us.

Nicky Quigg
On behalf of the prayer team

24
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Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group
Thursday mornings, 10.30-12.00 for play, chat and refreshments.

There will be no meeting on Thursday 15th
February.
God Bless
Lisa, Carolynne and Liz

Creche Rota – February 2018
4th
February
11th
February
18th
February
25th
February

Sharon McNeill

Anne

Arlene

Langley

Macartney

Lorraine

Helen Fittis

Ross

Maureen Lunn

Adrienne
Tasker

Alison Moffett
Joan Logan

No Creche

Hi Everyone!
If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507.
Arlene Macartney
February 2018
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Counters Rota
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Simon
McDonald

Olga Grange

Mark Edgar

David Sprott

Ann Richmond

Peter Moffett

Elaine Gray

Helen Wootton

Ann McDonald

Alison Moffett

Marjory Edgar

Margaret
Addley

Arlene
Macartney

Graeme
Hunter

Karen
Buchanan
Sharon
McNeil
Sue Majury
Joanne
Shimmon

Dates

Team
1
2
3
4
5

Team 5

4th Feb
11th Feb
18th Feb
25th Feb
4th Mar

11th Mar
18th Mar
25th Mar
1st Apr
8th Apr

15th Apr
22nd Apr
29th Apr
6th May
13th May

20th May
27th May
3rd June
10th June
17th June

Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer

TEA and COFFEE after the Services
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee after
the service. If you can help, please add your name against a date
on the list, or speak to Anne or either Lorraine. The list is beside
the donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover
costs.
Lorraine R, Lorraine H & Anne
26

February 2018

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

Holy Trinity Chair Rota – February 2018
Week 1
4th Feb

Week 2
11th Feb

Week 3
18th Feb

Week 4
25th Feb

James Beattie

Colin Watson

Graeme Hunter

Phil Moody

Kel McDermott

Simon McDonald

Bert Macartney

Eddie Orr

Colin
McIlwaine
Garry
Richmond
Wenda Gray

Michael
McDonald
Bob McDonald

Jim McNerlan

David Sprott

Maurice
Langley

Alan Sprott

Alan Heggarty

Please note: if you are unable to meet your
commitment, please change with a member of
another team. Please be there for 9.30 am and set out
the chairs and set out the Sanctuary.
After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall.
Thank you
Simon McDonald

February 2018
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Avril Waller Pilates

Hello again,
It was lovely to see everyone again this month and I look forward
to welcoming more new members this year. Bring a thick mat and
a small towel. Wear socks and comfortable clothes that you can
move easily in.
Everybody welcome, men, women, beginners, experienced, young
or old. It will be great to see you.
The class is on THURSDAY at 10am for an hour.
I have other classes in Larne & Inver on Tuesdays at 6.15pm and
also in Downshire School on Wednesdays at 7.15pm
If you have any worries, call me on 9335 5129 or 0777 3899905
or email me; avrilwaller@talktalk.net.
Avril Waller, Pilates

28
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Uplift

website:www.weareuplift.com, Email: info@weareuplift.com ,
mobile: 07840453723
Ryan Moffett Creative and Production Director
February 2018
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Jokes of the Month
I love a good one liner, and these jokes have puns a plenty. Some
of them are so bad, they are hilarious - but they're guaranteed to
give you some laughs!
I recently got crushed by a pile of books, but I suppose I've only
got my shelf to blame.
A man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation for a
local swimming pool. So I gave him a glass of water.
I went to a really emotional wedding the other day. Even the cake
was in tiers.
I had to quit my job at the shoe recycling factory. It was just sole
destroying.
I was getting in to my car the other day and a man said 'can you
give me a lift?'. I said 'sure, you look great, chase your dreams, go
for it!'
I've decided to sell my vacuum. Well, it was just gathering dust!
What's the best time to go to the dentist? Tooth-hurtie!
Never date a tennis player. Love means nothing to them.
I saw a documentary on how ships are kept together. Riveting!
I was overcharged for velcro last week. What a rip off!
I've been reading a book about anti-gravity. It's impossible to put
down.
A train stops at a train station. A bus stops at a bus station. Now
why is my desk called a 'work station'?
30
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How do prisoners call each other? On their cell phones!
Have you heard about the magic tractor? It turned into a field!
To the guy who invented zero: Thanks for nothing!
I hate Russian Dolls. They're so full of themselves.
I used to be a banker, but over time I lost interest.
I was thinking about getting a brain transplant, but then I changed
my mind.
Vic Wootton

February 2018
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Services – February 2018
Date

Reading Number

Reader

Title & Prayer Leader

Book

Chapter & Verses

4 February 2018

1st Reading

Colin McIlwaine

HC
An angry man gets
even!

Judges

Chapter 15

2nd Reading

Rev Alan McCann

Prayers
Maurice Langley

Matthew

Chapter 18 verses 7 - 9

1st Reading

Lorraine Ross

MP
Looking for love in all
the wrong places

Judges

Chapter 16 verses 1 - 12

2nd Reading

Garry Richmond

Prayers
Rev Alan McCann

Judges

Chapter 16 verses 13 22

1st Reading

Drew Buchanan

MP
Death of a strong man

Judges

Chapter 16 verses 23 31

2nd Reading

Heather Sprott

Prayers
Amy Moffett

Hebrews

Chapter 11 verses 32 34

1st Reading

__________

Family Service

__________

__________

2nd Reading

__________

Prayers
BB

__________

__________

11 February
2018

18 February
2018

25 February
2018

Colin McIlwaine
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