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Letter to Parishioners 
Reading - Ecclesiastes 12 verse 1 

 
Dear Friends, 
I am not writing you a letter in this magazine 
but simply printing the Christmas story from 
the gospels.  Take time, even if you think you 
know the story, and reed them prayerfully.  The 
wonderful good news of the Incarnation is told 

without fanfare and without hyperbole.  Yet, we read of the amazing gift 
of God - Christ with us. 
 
Matthew 1 verses 18-25 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 
she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph 
her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus,[f] because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet:  
 
23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
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consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus. 
 
Luke 1 verses 26-44 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be 
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” 
 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favour with God. 31 You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 
his kingdom will never end.” 
 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
called[b] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have 
a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in 
her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country 
of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, 
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and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 
will bear! 43 But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has 
believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to her!” 
 
Luke 2 verses 1-20 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 
place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to 
their own town to register. 
 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 
son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them. 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign 
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 



 

 

	
HOLY	TRINITY	CARRICKFERGUS	

	
	 	

7  
Dec		2019	

 
  

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
Merry Christmas 

yours in Christ 
Rev Dr Alan McCann 

 
 

Vestry Half-Hour 
Wednesday 6:30pm – 7:00pm 

Vestry Half Hour will finish for Christmas on Wed 18th Dec and 
recommence on Wed 8th Jan 2020. 
If you ever need to speak or pray privately with the rector, Vestry Half-
Hour is time set aside by the Rector on a Wednesday evening in the Kerr 
Room for just this purpose. Please feel free to call in if you have any 
issues, problems or just want to talk. 
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Back to Church Sunday 

 
 
 

Select Vestry 
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact: 
Marjory Edgar:   secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
Drew Buchanan:   treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk  
or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any 
events.  

Marjory Edgar 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 1st December 2019 

Invite a friend to come back to church that day 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Sun 15th Dec @ 10.30am LIGHT Christmas Carol Service 
 

Sun 22nd Dec @ 6.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols by Candlelight 
 

Tue 24th Dec @ 11.00pm Holy Communion 
 

Wed 25th Dec @ 9.30am Holy Communion 
 

Wed 25th Dec @ 10.30am Christmas Day Service & Holy 
Communion 

Sat 21st Dec @ 6.00pm 
Church goes Carol Singing – meet at 
Holy Trinity to go carol singing  in local 
area until 7.30pm. 

 

Face to Face Ladies Group 
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome” 

Winter / Spring Programme for 2019/20 
 

Date Event 
Dec 2019 No meeting 

16th Jan 2020 An Evening with Rosemary Fee 
20th Feb 2020 No Meeting 
March 2020 Ladies Service (date to be confirmed) 
April 2020 No Meeting 

21st May 2020 Ladies Meal (venue to be confirmed) 
 

Liz & Janis 
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Recycled Teenagers 
 

  
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Saturday 21st Dec at 5pm  Snowman Drive (like beetle drive but 
you draw a snowman) for children 

Saturday 21st Dec at 6pm  Carol Singing followed by food back 
at church. 

Saturday 21st Dec at 7:30 – 8pm  Snowman drive for adults and supper. 
 
 

Holy Trinity Bowls Fellowship 
Our last night will be Thursday 
12th  December  and re-start Thursday 9th 
January @7:30pm. 
Thanks to all who have managed to bowl every 
Thursday evening, you have all brought a smile 
to my face. Remember we are open to everyone 
and would welcome new members in the new 

year. So come along for the bowls, the craic and the tea and bits. 
 
Hope everybody has a happy Christmas and a great new year. 
 

God Bless 
Vic Wootton 
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Holy Trinity Youth Club 
 Having FUN, Sharing FAITH and making FRIENDS. 
Youth Club closes for Christmas on Friday 13th Dec and 
will reopen on Fri 4th Jan 2020 at 7pm. Please keep our 
youth club in your prayers. Pray for all our ministries 

that are seeking to share the gospel of Christ with our young people today. 
God bless 

Jim McNerlan 
 

Prayer Team 
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey & Libby Todd 

 
Two members of the Prayer Team will be meeting 
in the Prayer Room on Sundays after the service to 
lift your prayer slips. Two members will also be 
available at the front of the church to pray with you 
at this time each week. We will rotate in these roles 
so you will see different faces from week to week. 
Please do ask if you would prefer prayer in the 
privacy of the prayer room. The slips will continue 
to be lifted weekly and on 4 occasions as 

previously (usually over 4 weeks but may be over a longer period). 
Therefore, please do continue to make use of our prayer request box 
situated in the front hall of the church. As always, be assured that 
information on the slips remains confidential. We would encourage you 
to complete a prayer slip after you have attended for prayer so that we can 
continue to pray for your situation when we meet together.  
 If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask that 
you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have your 
support. Please do approach one of us.   

Libby Todd 
On behalf of the prayer team 
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Alan’s Bible Study 
Parish Bible Study: Wednesday 

 Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm 
 & Evenings 8pm to 9pm 

Kerr Room 
 

Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to 8pm 
Kerr Room 

 
Bible Study will finish for Christmas on 

Wed 18th Dec and recommence on Wed 8th Jan 2020. 
Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself.  Come along and 
enjoy the fellowship together.  Come along and be blessed by God as we 
sit under His Word together and as He fulfils His promise to be present 
where two or three meet together in His Name. 
 

God bless  
Rev Dr Alan McCann 

 
 

Social Services 
Please continue to place donations of unopened non-perishable food, 
household and personal products in the red boxes in the church foyer. 
Social Services will distribute donated items to those in need within our 
community. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Elaine Gray 
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349th Carrickfergus Girls Brigade 
 

Hello Everybody! 
Now that our Autumn/Winter term in GB is rapidly 
coming to an end, I CANNOT believe we are in 
December already! 
December is a month where we enjoy some exciting 
trips and outings together as the culmination to our year 
in 2019, as we look forward to the wonderfully special 
time of Christmas. We have Craft Evenings scheduled 
and also some exciting trips for all Sections. 
Please see below for Arrangements: 

 
I would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and hope that you have 
a healthy, blessed time whatever you do. Please take a moment throughout 
all of the hustle and business, just to pause and stop for thought. Let us 
indeed rejoice with Joy and thank the Lord for his goodness in sending his 
Son to the world.  
 

God Bless you all, 

Hannah Hulme 
GB Captain 
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Lauren’s Blog from Uganda 
Hello everyone, 
I’ve been given the opportunity 
to post a little blog in the 
magazine each month to let you 
know what I’ve been up to and 
some pictures, just so you don’t 
forget what I look like!  
 
I can’t believe it is nearly time to 
go and by the time you will be reading this I will, God willing, 
have arrived safe and sound in Uganda. 
 
November was full of last-minute packing, list checking and 
goodbyes. I wasn’t quite sure what to pack for 6 months but I 
made sure I had packed Cadburys chocolate, Punjana tea bags 
and a few wee veda breads of course! Mum didn’t let me forget 
to pack my advent calendar, Christmas Eve pjs and tunnocks 
mallows for a wee Christmas treat!  
 
Thank you so much to you all for the support, prayers and 
encouragement as I embark on this big adventure. It is so lovely 
to know that you are thinking and praying for me as I serve at 
Kiwoko Hospital. I’m really looking forward to experiencing new 
things, meeting new people and growing in my faith over the 
next few months. Please pray that I settle in well at the 
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hospital and that Joel and Oliver enjoy having me as their 
teacher.  
 
Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a healthy and happy 
new year! I look forward to sharing pictures and stories with 
you all in next month’s issue of ‘Wee Lauren’s big adventure’. 
 

With love, Lauren 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Park family. 
Stephen, Linda, Joel, Oliver and Timothy. 

 
Email: baird.1995@gmail.com 
Address: Lauren Baird, Kiwoko Hospital, PO Box 149, Luwero, 

Uganda, East Africa. 
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FellowshipCafé@ht 
As we approach the end of another year for Fellowship Café we look 
back at some of the main events: 

 
Thanks to the generosity of one of our 
regular visitors we replaced our old banners 
with a stunning new version. 
 

 
In April we celebrated our fifth 
birthday. We produced a short 
booklet and, of course, there was 
CAKE. 
 
 
 

For our annual fund raising café in October we 
chose to support N.I. Pancreatic Cancer Research 
and raised an incredible £1000. 
 
On Thursday November 7th we 
recognised and remembered those 
who had sacrificed their lives so 

that we could enjoy the freedom with which God had richly 
blessed us. 
We are looking forward to our Christmas Café on Thursday 
December 19th when we will be entertained by the very 
talented Ryan Moffett. 
We will be closed on December 26th and re-open on January 2nd. 
Please follow us on facebook: “Holy Trinity Fellowship Café” 
Please continue to support us, both practically and prayerfully.  

Yours in Christ 
Maurice Langley 

God is good † all the time 
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C.M.S Ireland Used Postage Stamps 
 Listen! Do you hear the sound of letterboxes 
flapping? Hopefully there’ll be plenty of that 
going on in your house this month. Very 

exciting! But please remember to keep the stamps from you envelopes. 
Stamps mean money to CMS who then put it to good use in their many 
African projects. The Christmas stamp box will make it’s annual 
appearance on the Church table.  
Many thanks  

Yvonne Best 
 

Announcements 
If you have any information you wish to pass to the 
congregation via the data projector, please e-mail it 
to Marjory Edgar at: 
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk 
by the Friday afternoon of each week. 

 
 

 

Carrickfergus Baby Bank 
The Church has been asked to support the baby bank and the select vestry 
agreed at its April meeting. 
The Charity is looking for nappies, new baby grows, wipes, lotions, baby 
bath, shampoo etc. 
Please leave your donation in the box provided as you come into Church. 
You can find out more here www.opendoorcentre.org/babybank. 
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Young Peoples’ Badminton 
Saturday Club Times: 

Cyclones (8-11 years) 1.00pm - 2.30pm 
Whirlwinds (12 – 16 years) 2:30pm – 4.00pm 

Tornadoes (12 – 16 years advanced) 4.00pm – 5.30pm 
 

Thursday Night Coaching Sessions: 
 Whirlwinds & Tornadoes 5.15pm – 7.15pm 

 
We will close for the Christmas break on Saturday 14th December 
and re-open on Saturday 4th January 2020.  
 
Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 
 

God Bless. 
Graeme Hunter, Garry Richmond, Joanne Hunter,  Donna Harrison, 

Matthew Nelson, Jordan Maxwell, Eddie Orr & Paul Nelson 
 

 
 

Storehouse 
Storehouse continue to help those in need within our 
community.  Please contact me if you have items of 
unwanted furniture and I will gladly arrange a 
collection. 

Thank you for your support. 
Donna Harrison 
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Creche Rota – Dec 2019 
           

1st December Maureen Lunn Laura Kerr 

8th December Alison Moffet Carolynne Lafferty 

15th December Anne Langley Arlene McCartney 

22nd December No Creche 

29th December Sharon McNeill Lisa McCusker 

           
Laura Kerr 

 

Meet & Greet Team Rota Dec 2019 

 
01 Dec 19 Libby Todd Nadine Lamont Naomi Lamont 

08 Dec 19 Billy Lunny Maurice Langley Vic Wootton 

15 Dec 19 Adrienne Tasker Elaine Wright 
 

22 Dec 19 Jack Blair Hazel Blair Joanne Shimmon 

29 Dec 19 Fred Shasko Fiona Shasko Karen Buchanan 

 
Karen Buchanan 
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Counters Rota 
 

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 Team 6 

Simon 
McDonald 

Peter 
Moffett Mark Edgar David Sprott Karen 

Buchanan Carol Ervine 

Ann 
Richmond 

Alison 
Moffett Elaine Gray Helen 

Wootton 
Sharon 
McNeil 

Nadine 
Lamont 

Ann 
McDonald 

Arlene 
Macartney 

Marjory 
Edgar 

Margaret 
Addley 

Joanne 
Shimmon 

Naomi 
Lamont 

  Graeme 
Hunter    

 
Team Dates 

1 24th Nov 5th Jan 16th Feb 29th Mar 
2 1st Dec 12th Jan 23rd Feb 5th Apr 
3 8th Dec 19th Jan 1st Mar 12th Apr 
4 15th Dec 26th Jan 8th Mar 19th Apr 
5 22nd Dec 2nd Feb 15th Mar 26th Apr 
6 29th Dec 9th Feb 22nd Mar 3rd May 

 

Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer 
 

Tea & Coffee Rota Dec 2019 

 
Anne Calvert 

01 Dec 2019 Gwen Wilson Jennifer Hamilton Eva Dunn Yvonne Best 

08 Dec 2019 Sue Majury Avril Waller Carolynne 
Lafferty  

15 Dec 2019 Joanne Hunter Nadine Lamont Naomi Lamont  
22 Dec 2019 Karen Buchanan Vic Wootton Drew Buchanan  

29 Dec 2019 Arlene 
Macartney Alison Moffett Peter Moffett  
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – Dec 2019 
Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 

James Beattie Dougie Hempton Graeme Hunter Phil Moody John Fittis 

Kel 
McDermott 

Bill Lunney Jim McNerlan Eddie Orr Daniel Lafferty 

Colin 
McIlwaine 

Fred Shasko Bert Macartney David Sprott Peter Moffett 

Garry 
Richmond 

Simon McDonald Maurice 
Langley 

 Mark Taylor 

    John Fittis Jr 

 
Team Dates 

1 1st Dec 5th Jan 2nd Feb 1st Mar 
2 8th Dec 12th Jan 9th Feb 8th Mar 
3 15th Dec 19th Jan 16th Feb 15th Mar 
4 22nd Dec 26th Jan 23rd Feb 22nd Mar 
5 29th Dec   29th Mar 

 
Please note: if you are unable to meet your commitment, 
please change with a member of another team. Please be there 
for 9.30 am and set out the chairs and set out the Sanctuary. 
After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall. 

 
Thank you 

Simon McDonald 
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The Compassionate Friends 50th Anniversary 
Service 
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The Compassionate Friends (for grieving 
parents) are having a 50th anniversary 
service in St Aidens’ Parish Church on 
Sunday 1st Dec at 3pm. Tea and mince pies 
will be served afterwards.  
 
 
 

 
Avril Waller 

 

Avril Waller Pilates 

 
 
Hello everyone, 
We are coming to the end of this term  and the last class is on Thursday 
5th December 2019 at 10am for one hour. 
 
I am taking a long break at Christmas and will re-open the class at the 
beginning of February 2020. 
 
Have a lovely Christmas with family and friends. 
 
 

Avril Waller, Pilates 
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Uplift 
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website:www.weareuplift.com, Email:  info@weareuplift.com , 

mobile:  07840453723 
Ryan Moffett  Creative and Production Director 



 

 

	
	HOLY	TRINITY	CARRICKFERGUS		

	
	 	

26  
Dec	2019	

 
  

Christmas Groan Jokes 
What did Adam say to his wife on Christmas? It's Christmas, Eve!  
  
What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa? A rebel without a 
Claus. 
  
What do you call an elf who sings? A wrapper!  
  
Why is Christmas just like your job? You do all the work and the fat guy 
with the suit gets all the credit.  
  
Why does Santa Claus go down the chimney on Christmas Eve? Because 
it soot's him. 
  
What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? Tinselitis! 
  
 Why shouldn't you mess with Santa? Because he has a black belt. 
   
Name the child's favourite Christmas king? A stocking. 
  
 What is the popular Christmas carol in the Desert? Camel ye Faithful. 
  
 What do you call Santa living at the South Pole? A lost clause. 
  
 What part of the body do you only see during Christmas? Mistletoe. 
  
 How does an elf get to Santa's workshop? By icicle.  
  
What do the elves cook with in the kitchen? Utinsel.  
  
What do get if you cross a duck and Santa? A Christmas Quacker. 
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What do you call a frog hanging from a ceiling? Mistletoad. 
  
 What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? 
Frostbite. 
  
I was looking out of the window this morning and said to my wife "It 
looks like rain dear." 
  
 What do snowmen eat for breakfast? Frosted Flakes. 
  
What do you get if you deep fry Santa Claus? Crisp Cringle. 
  
What was the three wise men's favourite Christmas carol? Oh camel, ye 
faithful... 
  
 Why was Santa's little helper depressed? Because he had low elf 
esteem.  
  
Why can't you trust baked goods during the holidays? It might be a 
minced spy.  
  
What did the snowman eat? Icebergs with chilli sauce. 
  
 Where do snowmen go to dance? The snowball. 
 

Vic Wootton 
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Services – December 2019 
 

Date Reading Number Reader Title & Prayer Leader Book Chapter & 
Verses 

 1 December 2019 1st Reading Alison Moffett MP 
Learning by Listening 

Proverbs Chapter 2 verses 
1 - 9 

 2nd Reading Carol Marshall Prayers 
Rev Alan McCann 

2 Timothy Chapter 4 verses 
1 - 8 

 8 December 2019 1st Reading Rebecca Moody HC 
Learning by Looking 

James Chapter 5 verses 
7 - 12 

 2nd Reading Rev Alan McCann Prayers 
Yvonne Best 

Matthew Chapter 5 verses 
8 - 22 

 15 December 2019 1st Reading Colin McIlwaine MP 
Leaning by Doing 

1 Corinthians Chapter 12 
verses 4 - 31 

 2nd Reading Garry Richmond Prayers 
Vic Wootton 

Matthew Chapter 5 verses 
11 - 20 

 22 December 2019 - 
10.30am 

 
6.00pm 

__________ 
 

__________ 

__________ 
 

__________ 

Children’s Carol 
Service 

 
9 Lessons & Carols by 

Candlelight 

__________ 
 

__________ 

__________ 
 

__________ 

 24 December 2019 
Christmas Eve - 

11pm 

__________ __________ HC - by Candlelight __________ 
 

__________ 
 

 25 December 2019 
Christmas Day - 

9.30am 
 

10.30am 

__________ 
 

__________ 

__________ 
 

__________ 

HC 
 

Family Service & HC 

__________ 
 

__________ 
 
 

__________ 
 

__________ 

 29 December 2019 __________ __________ Family Service 
Looking Back - 

Looking Forward 

__________ 
 

__________ 
 

 
Colin McIlwaine 


