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Letter to Parishioners
Reading Matthew 118-212
Dear Friends
In December 1903, after many attempts,
the Wright brothers were successful in
getting their ‘flying machine’ off the ground.
Thrilled, they telegraphed this message to
their sister Katherine: “We have actually
flown 120 feet.
Will be home for
Christmas.” Katherine hurried to the editor of the local newspaper
and showed him the message. He glanced at it and said, “How
nice. The boys will be home for Christmas.” He totally missed the
big news – man had flown!
How many people will miss the big news this Christmas? Another
Christmas will pass and many people in the midst of all the
celebrations will fail to hear the good news of the saviour born in
the stable. It is easy for us to point the finger and say that the world
has missed the significance of the season. But are we any
different? Is there anything about the way we celebrate Christmas
that marks us out as different? Do our lives speak of the truth of
the Christmas story? Think about it for a moment.
This baby that was born two thousand years ago had overlooked
the universe. The cloths that he is wrapped in to keep Him warm
were the robes of eternity. His golden throne room had been
abandoned in favour of a dirty cattle pen. And worshipping angels
had been replaced with kind but bewildered shepherds. Meanwhile,
the city hums. The merchants are unaware that God has come to
earth. The inn keeper would never believe that he had just sent the
Son of God into the cold. And the people would scoff at anyone
who told them the Messiah lay in the arms of a teenager on the
4

December 2017

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

outskirts of their village. They were all too busy to consider the
possibility.
Those who missed His Majesty’s arrival that night missed it not
because of evil acts or malice; no, they missed it because they
simply weren’t looking. Little has changed in the last two thousand
years. How many will miss Christ this Christmas because they are
simply too busy? How many will miss Christ this Christmas
because their eyes are looking elsewhere? How many, even
amidst the nativity plays and the carol services, will miss Christ this
Christmas because they have been caught up in the celebrations
but not the Saviour?
On Christmas Eve, we will celebrate Holy Communion to welcome
in Christmas Day and on Christmas morning, we will celebrate Holy
Communion at 9.30am and again at 10.30am. Some may think it
strange that we celebrate Holy Communion, which remembers
Christ’s death on the cross on the eve and day of His birth. Yet,
He came to die in our place and to take our sin upon Himself. In
these services, on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, we celebrate
the reason for Christmas – ‘For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son…’
So, as we break bread together and drink wine together, we do so
with the joy of Christ in our hearts. As we celebrate the coming of
Christ as a little baby we do so remembering His sacrificial death
for us on the cross. As we join together around the Lord’s Table
we do so in the assured expectation that one day He will come
again to take us to celebrate with Him in heaven. So, this
Christmas we come because we have not forgotten. We come
because we have remembered and we are eternally thankful that
Jesus was born of Mary in Bethlehem.
So, this Christmas make sure that you are looking for Jesus in the
celebrations. Make sure the world knows He has come and that
December 2017
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one day He will come again. Make sure your life, your home and
your celebrations, tell others that you know He came because you
have met Him. Let us make sure that this Christmas in the midst
of all that Jesus is seen.
yours in Christ
Rev Dr Alan McCann

Bible Study
Parish Bible Study:
Lunchtime 1pm – 2pm
& Evenings 8pm to 9pm
Kerr Room
Parish Prayer Time – 7:30pm to
8pm in the Kerr Room
Bible Study will finish for Christmas on Wed 13th December and
resume again on Wed 10th January.
Bible Study is for everyone – so do not exclude yourself. Come
along and enjoy the fellowship together. Come along and be
blessed by God as we sit under His Word together and as He fulfils
His promise to be present where two or three meet together in His
Name.
God bless
Rev Dr Alan McCann
6
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8th Carrickfergus BB Company
Hi everyone. Our Boys Brigade
company has had a fantastic first
session. We have 74 registered
boys and 16 leaders in total. The
Company Section have enjoyed
a night at Ballyearl Driving Range along with a series of personal
testimonies of faith by officers and Rev. Alan McCann. We ask that
you continue to pray for the youth of our church and in particular
our Boys Brigade. Remember to pray for the social evening that
Seed YF have prepared for everyone on Sunday 26th November.
I would like to invite you all to the East Antrim Battalion Anchor &
Junior Section Carol Service which is taking place in Holy Trinity
on
Sunday
3rd
December
at
3pm.
BB will finish for Christmas on Monday 11th December, with the
Anchor Boys and Junior Section having a special evening in World
of Wonder from 6pm - 8pm. Company Section will end at 9:15pm.
BB will recommence on Monday 8th January at normal times.
Company Section will end at 9pm on this evening.
Have a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
Adam Fittis
Captain
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Sponsor a child
in Abura Nursery and Primary school, Gulu Northern Uganda
Child sponsorship provides a quality education and is the catalyst
for real and lasting change. Please help as Fields of Life has
advised us that there are 45 children requiring sponsorship.
The cost is £17 per month and we encourage you to support the
education of children at this school.
Please set up a standing order to 950261 00157511 please include
your surname and FOL.
We realise that everyone won’t be able to afford £17 per month but
if you can donate a regular sum, again set up a standing order.
Finally it you cannot commit just continue to throw coins into the
bucket, collectively the church should be able to sponsor some
children at the school.
The select vestry will also be discussing sponsorship as part of the
Mission home and overseas imitative.
Thank you in advance, by donating via the church it will allow the
Vestry to be aware how many of the children get support.

Free Will Offering
As preparations are now being made for the 2017 FWO
envelopes please speak with the treasurer if you would like to
donate to the General and or Building Fund by standing order.
Drew Buchanan
Treasurer
8
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The Crafters of Holy Trinity
Crafters @ HT will not be meeting during the
month of December as this month gets so busy
on lead up Christmas, so we will meet again on
Friday 5th January 2018 at 7.00pm. Wishing you
all a very happy Christmas.
God Bless
Helen Wootton

Holy Trinity Bowls Fellowship
Bowls finishes for Christmas on 14th
December with a visit to the Jim Baker
stadium meeting at trinity at 6:45 pm. We
will restart on Thursday 11th January.
Wishing everyone a happy Christmas
and see you all in January.
God Bless
Vic Wootton

Announcements
If you have any information you wish to pass to
the congregation via the data projector, please
e-mail it to Marjory Edgar at:
announcements@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
by the Friday afternoon of each week.
December 2017
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Seed
Sunday Evenings 7.30pm at
Holy Trinity
Ages: year 8 and older
Our Aims:
* Strive to advance Gods Kingdom
* To make disciples and future leaders
* To teach the bible and the true word of God
* Give the youth more of a say into their Church
Seed's name comes from the Parable of the Sower. We aim to sow
God's word into all our young people’s lives, but it is only them who
can open their ears and receive it, just like the many different soils
and paths in which the seeds fall on.
We meet every Sunday evening at 7.30pm until 9.00pm. Seed is a
safe and supportive place for all young people to come together to
enjoy fellowship and explore the word of God. We have a varied
programme in which we try to use the gifts, talents and resources
God has given us, to bring glory to him.
If you have any further questions please don't hesitate to contact
us by email:
seedyouthfellowship@gmail.com

Many thanks and God bless
Ryan Moffett
10
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Face to Face Ladies Group
Thursdays from 8pm – “Everyone Welcome”

Programme for 2018

Date

Event

Thu 18/1/18 @ 8pm

Brian and May Gault
“Look No Hands”
Quiz Night
“Send A Cow”
A Meal Out (Venue to be confirmed)

Thu 15/2/18 @ 8pm
Thu 19/4/18 @ 8pm
Thu 17/5/18 @ 7:15pm

Janet, Liz & Janis

Trinity Tots - Toddlers Group
Thursday mornings, 10.30-12.00 for play, chat and refreshments.

Our Christmas party will be on Thursday 14 th
December. There will be no meetings on 21st
and 28 th December and we will meet again
on
4th
January
2018.
We wish all of our babies, toddlers and their
carers a wonderful Christmas and every
blessing for the new year.
God Bless
Lisa, Carolynne and Liz
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349th Carrickfergus Girls Brigade
GB continues to meet every Tuesday at the usual
times. It is hard to believe that we are almost 2 terms
through the year of GB already! It is our pleasure to
spend time with the girls each week, to watch them
grow spiritually and enjoy fellowship with one another.
December will bring an exciting month, but we as a GB
company should also remember that not everyone is
as fortunate as ourselves. This year, our GB company
will be providing a festive hamper for missionaries
Michaela and her family, therefore we are appealing for nonperishable donations as a contribution from each family within GB.
GB will finish on Tuesday 12th December 2017 with a fun night for
all sections as follows:Ladybirds & Explorers will have a Festive Film Night with Treats
and nibbles in the Church at their usual times.
Company Section will be going to Carrickfergus Omniplex with a
visit to McDonalds beforehand.
GB will recommence on Tuesday 5th January for all girls.
On behalf of all the Officers, Helpers and girls in GB, we would like
to wish you all a Healthy & Happy Christmas. Let’s remember
Jesus is the reason for Season.
God Bless you all,
Helen Fittis, Hannah Hulme, Joanne Hewitt
(Leaders in Charge)
12
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Charities at Christmas

Quite a few of the charities we support as a church have special
appeals at Christmas, or sell alternative gifts. I didn’t like to single
any of them out – so here’s a round-up of what they offer.

Open Doors operate secret networks to reach children in some
of the most dangerous places in the world with vital aid, protection,
education and care - but this is only possible because of donations.
You can donate online:
https://donate.opendoorsuk.org/appeal
where they give an example that £30 could help provide trauma
care to a child who has been attacked for being from a Christian
family.

Fields of Life also sell gifts online for you to
help an East African family to become selfsustainable with a practical gift, a Gift of Life.
www.fieldsoflife.com/gift-shop
Examples include:
Solar lamp: to replace kerosene lamps and candles, which
reduces fire risks and enables a child to study after dark
December 2017
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Mattress 4x3ft: to provide a safe, comfortable sleeping place for
a child
Fruit trees or vegetable seeds
Mosquito net
Garden tools

Stand by me
“We rescue children, then we do whatever it
takes to provide the care, love and attention they
need to thrive.”
Their Gift catalogues are well set out with gifts ranging in price
from £3 - £60, grouped under headings:
Education
Medical
Wellbeing
Family
Fun
There are a few copies of the catalogue in the foyer, and more are
available from their Northern Ireland Office at 16 West Street,
Carrickfergus. Tel: 028 9335 0009.

Samaritan’s Purse seek to meet the needs
of victims of war, poverty, famine disease and natural disaster while
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.
14
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They are well known for their Christmas shoe box appeal. Did you
know
you
can
also
fill
a
shoe
box
online?
https://shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk
They also have a giving catalogue online where gifts are grouped
by price:
£1-£10; £11-£49; and £50 +
or by category:
Emergency Medical
Give a livelihood
Raising families
Clean Water gifts
Give bibles
www.givingcatalogue.org.uk

SAMS
The South American Mission
Society do not seem to offer
an alternative gift scheme,
but if you are interested in
their work, you might like to
go to a Carol service they’re
organising: Thursday 30th November in St Anne’s Cathedral.
Of course, you may have favourite charities you like to support at
Christmas and at other times of the year. This isn’t intended to ask
you to abandon them! Just trying to give you a bit more information
December 2017
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on the charities we support as a church – in case you have a real
heart for them and would like to add your own personal support.
Elaine Barnett
Church Admin Secretary

Christmas Community Light Festival
The light parade will meet at Holy Trinity on Saturday 16th
December 2017 from 4pm. On arrival get yourself a lantern if you
didn’t bring one with you.
Join in the crafts and games and get a cuppa.
At 5pm we will form up and walk to JVC when we will get the chance
to sing carols, hear again the Christmas story, see Santa and enjoy
some food together.
Please pray for this event, invite someone to attend and volunteer
to help.
Please sign up (sheets on Church notice board) to help with this
event.
Drew Buchanan

Prayer Team
Alison Allen, Joan Harvey, Libby Todd & Nicky Quigg
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From October 2017 two members of
the Prayer Team will now be meeting in the
Prayer Room on Sundays after the service
to lift your prayer slips. Two members will
also be available at the front of the church to
pray with you at this time each week. We will
rotate in these roles so you will see different
faces from week to week. Please do ask if
you would prefer prayer in the privacy of the
prayer room. The slips will continue to be lifted weekly and on 4
occasions as previously (usually over 4 weeks but may be over a
longer period). Therefore, please do continue to make use of our
prayer request box situated in the front hall of the church. As
always, be assured that information on the slips remains
confidential. We would encourage you to complete a prayer slip
after you have attended for prayer so that we can continue to pray
for your situation when we meet together.
If you would be interested in being part of the prayer team we ask
that you consider this and know that we would dearly love to have
your support. Please do approach one of us.

Nicky Quigg
On behalf of the prayer team

December 2017
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Storehouse / Social Services
There are families in our community who are
really struggling and we want to make a
difference.
Please help by placing a weekly donation of
Non-Perishable Food or Household Products
in the Red Boxes in the Church foyer.
At the end of each month we will split the items donated between
these two very worthy community projects.
If you have items of unwanted furniture, Storehouse will gladly take
them off your hands. To arrange a collection please speak to
Donna Harrison.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
God Bless,
Donna Harrison & Elaine Gray

Select Vestry
If anyone wants an item raised at the Select Vestry please contact:
Joanne Shimmon:
Drew Buchanan:

secretary@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk
treasurer@holytrinitycarrick.org.uk

or any member of SV. This includes booking the church hall for any
events.
Joanne Shimmon
Select Vestry Secretary
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FellowshipCafé@ht
Thursday 11am – 1pm
Open to all

As we approach the end of our third full financial year we give
thanks and praise to God.
For blessing us with another year of amazing fellowship, of tasty
home-baking by our dedicated team, of hard work (although we
make it look easy!!) by our team of volunteers and of generosity of
those who visit us.
On Thursday 21st December, we will have the joy of listening to,
and joining in with, the wonderful vocal talents of our very own
Jessica Logan. A café not to be missed!!
This will be our final café of 2017 as we take a break on 28th
December. We’ll be open again on Thursday Jan 4th.
Everyone at FellowshipCafé wishes you all a Joyful and
Blessed Christmas and we look forward to how God plans to use
us in the future. To Him be the Glory.

God is good † all the time
December 2017
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Santa’s Visit
Santa will visit Holy Trinity on Sunday 10th
December to receive gifts for distribution to
other children and teenagers throughout
Northern Ireland. Please label your gift if it
is suitable for boy or girl, don’t forget the
teenagers. Please note – no gift should
contain nuts.
Thank you on behalf of the Church of Ireland
Board for Social Responsibility.

Young At Heart
Our Christmas lunch will be at
12.30 on Monday 4th December
at The Albany restaurant at
Carrickfergus rugby club. Our first
meeting of the new year is on 8 th
January and we will be having a
talk by our community police team and a bring and buy sale. We
wish all of our members a very happy Christmas and a happy and
healthy new year.
God Bless
Yvonne, Joan & Liz

20

December 2017

HOLY TRINITY CARRICKFERGUS

Creche Rota – December 2017
Arlene

Sharon

Macartney

McNeill

Lorraine Ross

Helen Fittis

Joan Logan

Adrienne

Maureen

Carolynne

Tasker

Lunn

Lafferty

3rd December

Anne Langley

10th December
17th December

No Creche

24th December

31st December

Anne Langley

Arlene

Sharon

Macartney

McNeill

Hi Everyone!
If you can, please swap with someone else on the rota if you are
unable to cover your day. A BIG thank you to everyone who helps
and if you would like to be on the rota or wish to change your week
please speak to me or ring / text me on 07791527507.
Arlene Macartney

TEA and COFFEE after the Services
Volunteers are always needed to help with the tea and coffee after
the service. If you can help, please add your name against a date
on the list, or speak to Anne or either Lorraine. The list is beside
the donation basket on the table. All donations are to help cover
costs.
Lorraine R, Lorraine H & Anne

December 2017
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Counters Rota
Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Simon
McDonald

Olga Grange

Mark Edgar

David Sprott

Ann Richmond

Peter Moffett

Elaine Gray

Helen Wootton

Ann McDonald

Alison Moffett

Marjory Edgar

Margaret
Addley

Arlene
Macartney

Graeme
Hunter

Sue Majury
Joanne
Shimmon

th

26 Nov
3rd Dec
10th Dec
17th Dec
24th Dec

st

31 Dec
7th Jan
14th Jan
21st Jan
28th Jan

4th Feb
11th Feb
18th Feb
25th Feb
4th Mar

Drew Buchanan MBE - Hon Treasurer
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Buchanan
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McNeil

Dates

Team
1
2
3
4
5

Team 5
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Holy Trinity Chair Rota – December 2017
Week 1
3rd Dec

Week 2
10th Dec

Week 3
17th Dec

Week 4
24nd Dec

Week 5
31st Dec

James Beattie

Colin Watson

Graeme Hunter

Phil Moody

John Fittis

Kel McDermott

Simon McDonald

Eddie Orr

Daniel Lafferty

Colin
McIlwaine
Garry
Richmond
Wenda Gray

Michael
McDonald
Bob McDonald

Arlene
Macartney
Bert Macartney

David Sprott

Peter Moffatt

Alan Sprott

Mark Taylor

Alan Heggarty

Maurice
Langley
Alan Graham

John Jr Fittis

Please note: if you are unable to meet your
commitment, please change with a member of
another team. Please be there for 9.30 am and set out
the chairs and set out the Sanctuary.
After the service, put the chairs away and tidy the hall.
Thank you
Simon McDonald

C.M.S Used Postage Stamps
We’re at that time of the year again when the postman will be
making more visits to your home than usual. Please remember to
tear off the stamps and place them in the stamp box on the church
table. By doing this small deed you will be raising money for CMSI
projects in Africa. Why not round up friends, family and work
associates to help.
Yvonne Best
December 2017
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Uplift
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website:www.weareuplift.com
Email: info@weareuplift.com, mobile: 07840453723
Ryan Moffett - Creative and Production Director
December 2017
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Wishing you a very Merry Christmas!

Mark Edgar
The Editor
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Holy Trinity-Nine Lessons and carols
Sunday 17 December at 6.00pm

Lesson

Readers

First Lesson
(Genesis Chapter 3 verses 8 - 15)

Heather Sprott

Second Lesson
(Genesis Chapter 22 verses 15 - 18)

Heather Welsh

Third Lesson
(Isaiah Chapter 9 verses 2, 6 & 7)

Ell Moody

Fourth Lesson
(Isaiah Chapter 11 verses 1 - 9

Ashton McDermott

Fifth Lesson
(Luke Chapter 1 verses 26 - 35 & 38)

Lauren Baird

Sixth Lesson
(Luke Chapter 2 verses 1 - 7)

Connor Lockhart

Seventh Lesson
(Luke Chapter 2 verses 8 - 20)

Rebecca Moody

Eighth Lesson
(Matthew Chapter 2 verses 1 - 12)

Adam Welsh

Ninth Lesson
(John Chapter 1 verses 1 - 14)

Rev Dr Alan McCann
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Services – December 2017
Date

Reading
Number

Reader

Title & Prayer Leader

Book

Chapter & Verses

3 December 2017

1st Reading

TBC

25th Birthday
Celebration - Canon
Brian Courtney

TBC

TBC

2nd Reading

Rev Dr Alan McCann

Prayers
Jack Blair

TBC

TBC

1st Reading

Colin McIlwaine

MP
Sola Deo Gloria

1
Corinthians

Chapter 10
verses 23 - 33

2nd Reading

Derek Burnside

Prayers
Rev Dr Alan McCann

Revelation

Chapter 7
verses 9 - 12

__________

__________

10.30am - Children’s
Nativity/Carol Service

__________

__________

EVENING - 6pm

__________

__________

6pm - Nine Lessons &
Carols by Candlelight

_________
_

__________

24 December 2017

1st Reading

Rev Dr Alan McCann

Service of the word
Prayers
Rev Dr Alan McCann

Luke

Chapter 1
verses 26 - 38

__________

__________

8.00pm - Evening HC by

__________

__________

10 December 2017

17 December 2017

MORNING - 10.30am

Christmas Eve
Evening 8:00pm

Candlelight
__________

__________

9.30am - Christmas Day
HC

__________

__________

25 December 2017

__________

__________

10.30am - Family Service
& HC

__________

__________

31 December 2017

1st Reading

Rev Dr Alan McCann

New Year’s Eve
Service of the Word

Psalm

Psalm 119 verses
65 - 72

__________

__________

Prayers
Rev Dr Alan McCann

__________

__________

25 December 2017

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve

Colin McIlwaine
28
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